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The Library Creed

The people must rise superior to their circunstances and
realize that nore know edge is their greatest need, their
greatest want. They nust be brought up to | ove books, not
sinply attractive bindings or pretty pictures, but their
contents. They nust be taught to regard books as part of
their lives. Libraries will not then appear a |uxury,

but a necessity of existence.
SAYAJl RAO
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A GENERAL | NTRODUCI TON TO ALPHA SPECTRUM

Maharaja Sayajirao |11, Gai kwad of Baroda (1863-1939) was inspired
by the progress of Anmerican public libraries during his visits to this
country. He invited WIIliam Al anson Borden (1853-1931) to provide
simlar library services for his own people. Borden went to Baroda in
1910 and founded the first public library systemin the world. And the
University of the Panjab at Lahore invited Asa Don Di ckinson in 1915 to
organi ze its University Library on nodern Anerican lines. These two
pi oneering American |ibrarians becane the architects of the Indian
library edifice. They set the path for the progress of the Indian
library novenent. Many ot her Anerican educator-librarians contributed
toward this great cultural renai ssance.

The publications issued in this series are not treatises
systematically organi zed and nethodically arranged. They are just a
col l ection of scattered thoughts, disjointed ideas, notes, nenoranda,
extracts, and quotations, etc. on "Anerica's Library Pronotiona
Heritage in Asia" (ALPHA). And they include speeches, addresses,
papers, and talks. The general theme is the |Indo-Anmerican Library
Cooperation, or Anerica's Contribution to the Devel opnent of Library
Service in South Asia.

These literary gens were gathered over a long period of three
decades. It was my hope that | would be able to work on them and
present themin a coherent, orderly, and systematic formas a nmulti-
vol uned publication. But mnmy preoccupation with nany other publications
and projects such as TULIP, TULASI, TEST & IRI'S (another unfinished
m ghty project) did not permit me to fulfill mnmy anbition.

Now it seens that at this age and stage of nmy life | may not
be able to do any justice to this enornous wealth of literary witings.
So | have decided to bring themout >uas they aresw. They can very
wel | serve as the sources and resources--raw materials for any schol ar
who finds interest in this subject and is able to realize their value.
I could not bear the thought of their being recycled--consigned
to the "circular file" and made to di sappear into permanent oblivion

There is no copyright to these, none whatsoever. Free use can be

made of .
M_N
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Sone Bi ographi cal Features

Hi s H ghness the Maharaja Sayajirao Ill, Gaikwad of Baroda, is
undoubtedly the father of the Library Movenent in India. p 1
He was a great patron of learning. He spent his early years in a
nodest rural environment and was suddenly raised to a very high status
of being the Maharaja of a |arge kingdom He received an extensive as
wel | as intensive education and training under the fostering care of
Dewan Raja Sir. T. Madhav Rao, who restored the State to its norma
conditions fromthe chaos in which it was |eft by the predecessor of
Sayajirao. Not a little credit for what the Maharaja achi eved during
his Ilife in every sphere of human activity nust be given to his great
guru, F. AL H Elliot. The l|earning which Sayajirao acquired under his
guru's abl e guidance made him a great statesman, educator, and ruler
It is acknow edged that the Maharaja Sayajirao was a prince anmong the
educators and an educator anong the princes. He had to undergo such a
heavy course of studies that it would have nade many a student hate
them But it nade himrealize his shortcom ngs and strengthened his
determnation to acquire nore know edge.?!

Throughout his life he felt the |ack of opportunities to which he
was subjected in his early years. He would have loved to go to Oxford
or Canbridge. Wat he hinmself could not achieve, he decided to give to
his kith and kin, the near and dear ones. However, he could not fully
realize his anbitions in this respect as far as his own sons were
concerned. He could not see any of them highly educated. His el dest
son died at a very young age |l eaving an infant son, who succeeded him
One of his sons was educated at Oxford and another at Harvard. They
di ed premature deaths, (at |east Jaysi nghrao), who had studied at
Har vard.

Bi ogr aphy—€hr onol ogy

According to Sergeant? p 1 Sayajirao was born on March 17, 1863.
The Commenoration vol une published under the auspices of the M S
University of Baroda gives the same date. However, the Baroda
Gazetteer (Vol. 1, p. 604) puts the year as 1862, nonth and date being
the same. A year in the Vikram Era (as well as the Uaka era) spans two
Christian years.

In Baroda | had seen his horoscope (>2janmapatrikA), but | did not
ook into it for the exact Indian date he was born. That mi ght have
clarified the problem His actual day of birth would settle the issue
whet her the year is 1862 or 1863. Since March is the later part of the
conmbi ned year 1862/63, he should be taken as havi ng been born in the
Christian era 1863. His assuming full powers in 1881 (at the age of
18) confirnms the year of birth as 1863.

!Based on Vijayaraya Kalyanaraya Vaidya. Arvacina Sarvajanika Pustakalayo [ Modern Publ i c
Li braries]. Vadodara: Pustakalaya Sahayaka Sahakarf Mandala, 1932, p. 28. In

Guj arati

2phi|i p Wal si ngham Sergeant. The Rul er of Baroda; an account of the

life and work of the Maharaja Gaekwar. London, J. Mirray, 1928,

p.1
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Event Dat e

Sayajirao was adopted May 27, 1875

ascended the throne, i.e.

invested with full powers Dec. 3, 1881
Cel ebrated the Silver Jubilee

of the adoption 1900
Silver Jubilee of the ascension

to the throne 1906
First visit to the U.S. 1906
Second visit to the U S 1910
ol den Jubil ee of royal status 1925
Di amond Jubi | ee " " 1935
Di ed Feb. 6, 1939
Lived (span of life) 77 years London

Times "Obituary" stated that he died when he was
runni ng 78.

Rice refers to the intense desire for learning created in the mnd
of Sayajirao and the way he tried to satisfy it through self-education
by nmeans of the study of good books collected in his own Lakshm Vil as
Pal ace Library.?3

Kudal kar al so has nade a reference to the richness of the
coll ection of the Lakshm Vilas Pal ace Library and the regular habit of
the Maharaja to make an extensive use of his library.
It was forned in the 1870's as the royal library for the Maharaja and
cont ai ned books acquired for his own use.

It is not known if there was any other library earlier. Perhaps
not. [Yes, there was one, but it was in the city.]

For mal Educati on

In his Foreword to the Speeches and addresses of Sayaji Rao Il the
editor Anthony Soares says:* "Maharaja's life and reign [is] as |ong
and eventful as it has been purposeful™ [p. vii].

"No species of romance attenpting to link the real ns of fancy
and reality can conpare with the romance of a boy born in peasant
surroundi ngs being called upon to occupy a throne. And this romance
acqui res added interest when the same youth, after he has been able to
fuse successfully the training and culture inparted in his new
condition and rank into the sturdy qualities of head and heart
inherited fromhis race and tradition, reveals a personality cal cul ated
to leave its inpress as much on the thoughts and aspirations of his
countrynmen outside Baroda as on the governance and people of his own

3Stanley Rice,Life of Sayajirao Ill, Maharaja of Baroda. 2 vols.
London: Oxford Uiversity Press, 1913. vol. 1, p. 72. [Refer also to
Sergeant's Introduction.]

“Ant hony X. Soares, ed. Speeches and addresses of Sayaji Rao Il
Mahar aj a Gai kwad of Baroda. London, Oxford University Press, 1933.
281p 111l us.
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State--a personality which early marked hi mout for one of the makers
of nodern India [pii].

"..e of the nost remarkabl e I ndians of our tinme--remarkable in

his varied interests and achi evenents, in the depth and conpass of his
mnd and in the steadfastness of his resolves...."
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Phi | osophy of Educati on

In one of his significant speeches, delivered at Aligarh in 1901
Sayajirao declared: Education is the basis of all reforns and is the
only way of salvation fromour present condition....Educationally our
people are little better than beasts.?®

Sayajirao perforned the opening cerenony of an Industria
Exhi biti on at Ahnedabad on Dec. 15, 1902. Enphasizing the val ue of
education, he said:®

"It is the general |ack of education and intelligence
whi ch hanpers us at every turn and has been our ruin. Once we
can make education general we nay hope for increased
dexterity, an increased power of concentration, increased
trustworthi ness and qui ckness to di scover new processes. W
need these qualities in every class of Indian Society.
Education in England has diffused a spirit of self-reliance
and a capacity for initiative; education in Germany ains at
t hor ough know edge, nethodi cal application, and exact | earning;
but education in India has hitherto ained only at providing a
certain ampunt of food for thought wi thout ever touching the
ment al capacity or character."

Simlar ideas were expressed by the Maharaja while
delivering the Inaugural Address to the Second Industria
Conference at Calcutta, in Decenber 1906, on "The Needs of Indian
I ndustries and the Lines of Advance in Education." The Maharaja said:

"The first and the nost inportant neans of pronoting our
i ndustries is to spread general education anongst the masses.
Great and far-reachi ng changes m ght be made in the educationa
system of the country, and | am of [the] opinion that no

ultimate solution of our problemw Il be reached until schools
have been provided in every village, and education is taken to
the very threshold of the people; until in fact education at

least in its primary grades has been nmade free and compul sory
t hroughout the land."’

The Maharaja then referred to his efforts in Baroda to provide
compul sory free primary education. He had hoped to see his people
derive benefit fromthe nmeasure. Sone satisfactory results had al ready
been achi eved. Concluding, the Miharaja said:®

*Quoted by Rice on p. 62 of Vol. 2, fronSpeeches and Addresses.

®Quoted by Soares, p. 67.

"The quotation from theBaroda Gazetteer

(taken by Sergeant, Rice, and ne) appears on page 310 of vol. 2. ("Long
before...fficulties.") (Pardonable pride).

8Quoted from Sel ected Letters of His Hi ghness the Maharaja Sayajirao
Gai kwad, Vol. 1, No. 126, p. 87, dated 16.3.1893, by Rice on p. 64 of
Vol . 2 of the Biography.
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Enbol dened by the success of this experinent, | have
deci ded to meke primary education conpul sory throughout the
State, and absolutely free....|l have no hesitation in saying
that we cannot do better than educate all our subjects.
Education is absolutely necessary for the realization of ny
anbition and wi shes for the success of ny policy.

Educati on was the foundati on on which the Maharaja decided to
build up his new social order. Baroda became the first territory not
only anong the native states but also in British India to have
compul sory free primary education. This was introduced as an
experi mental neasure in 1893 in a taluka of Anreli District, a region
conparatively backward. The experi ment was successful. Enbol dened by
this, he extended it to the entire State in 1906.

Conmpul sory, Free Primary Education

NURULLAH AND NAI K ON SYAJI RAO

This demand (for conpul sory primary education) was
strengthened by the fact that the Gai kwad of Baroda introduced
compul sory education throughout his State in 1906. The public
was not slow to point out that what was done by the Gai kwad
for his State may easily be done by the British Governnent for
its own territories.?®

Libraries to Preserve Education

Havi ng provi ded education on a universal scale, the
Mahar aj a decided to preserve it by nmeans of libraries, which
were the only agencies, he believed, for perpetual universal
sel f-education. Sayajirao firmy believed that to provide
education without providing the means to continue it
throughout life was |like building a house without a roof to
cover it. And so he resolved to provide libraries for
hi s subjects.

°Syed Nurullah, and J. P. Naik.A History of Education in India during
the British Period. Sec. ed., rev. & enlg. Bonbay, Macnillan, 1951
p. 532.
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Sayaji Visits Anerica—906

FIRST VISIT TO THE USA (7" TO EUROPE) %0

Sayajirao pronmotes education and libraries--1906

Sayajirao was a devoted traveller. He believed that travel is one
of the nost effective neans of education. He had already visited
Engl and and Europe several tinmes, yet he could not cross the Atlantic
until 1906. His anbition to visit the New Wrld was fulfilled in that
year, when he decided to undertake a voyage to the United States
of America. On May 5, 1906, he proceeded to America with his Mharan
and younger brother Sanpatrao. He was anxious to get acquainted with
all aspects of the life and culture of the American people and their
government. He went to America as an observer, a student, desirous of
acquiring all the know edge and experience that could enable himto
make his own State a nodel one in India. He studied especially the
system of Anerican educati on and engaged the services of an expert
educationalist, who cane to Baroda, studied her educational system and
proposed the needed reforns for educational advancenment of the ki ngdom

He [ Sayajirao] enquired also into the questions of
i ndustrial devel opnent, agriculture, |abour unions, child-
rearing and circulating libraries, on the last point with very
fruitful results. !

"The party reached New York on 17-5-1906 and were accommodat ed at
Wal dorf-Astoria Hotel. Sir Percy Anderson, the British Consul, called
on Their Highnesses. Here Hi s Hi ghness met Prof. Bunpus!® who showed
himthe Natural History Miseum of New York. His Hi ghness was inpressed
with the fine classification of objects and the perfect surroundi ngs
under which they were exhibited. He displayed a special interest in
that romantic branch of science which treats of protective coloration
anongst birds. No place in the world provides better
illustration of this poetic and protective fancy of nature than India;
and the contenplation of its philosophical basis gave Hi s Hi ghness much
pl easure. The fine collection of neteoric nmasses, which contains sone
of the | argest known specinens, also came in for a good deal of
attention. His Hi ghness also visited Yale, the Great American City of
Learning and afterwards the Vassar Col |l ege at Powkeepsie."

Letter fromH C. Bunpus, Anmerican Museum of Natural History,
dated May 21, 1906

¥Notes on Earlier Europe Trips (1887 to 1906 A.D.) by V. P. Nene, B.A.,
Nai b Huzur Kandar. Baroda: Baroda State Press, 1938. (Marked

CONFI DENTI AL, though a printed book.) p.221ff

1 sergeant, The Rul er of Baroda..., p.119.

2paras 44 to 53 on pages 220-221, and 222 regarding Sixth (or seenth?)
Trip to Europe fronNotes on Earlier Europe Trips by V. P. Nene.
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To
Hi s Hi ghness the Maharaja of Baroda
Wal dorf - Astoria, New York

Dear Sir:

"l amenclosing herewith, with ny conplinments, a book®®
which | think you will find of assistance while you are
travelling in America, and possibly after your return to
Baroda. It contains a brief biographical sketch of the
different nen that you are likely to neet.

"M ndful of the exceedingly pleasant evening spent with you
and Her

Hi ghness,

| am Very sincerely yours
(Sd.) H C. Bunpus"

('"H represents Herman).
Formal formof letter, after all it was witten to a Maharaj al
Reception for the Maharaja

New York Tines, May 21, 1906, p. 18, col. 5 "Maharaja of Baroda's
Visit to New York: Reception. The title of the news story is:

"Reception for the Prince Indians wel come the Mbharaj a-
- Saw Coney on Saturday Night."

He was guest of M. and Ms. C. B. Al exander at Tuxedo. |Indian
residents gave hima reception in the evening at the house of N F.

Bhungara, 49 W 23rd St. Bhungara was one of the |argest inporters of
I ndi an goods in this country.

About 500 persons attended. 50 natives of India. Address of
wel come signed by Indian resident presented.

"Prince replied at | ength, expressing thanks for the hospitality
accorded himand telling of the objectives he hoped to achieve by his
visit and his plans for the inprovement of his country."”

The Maharaj a sai d:

I amtrying to educate ny people and have established nore
schools than exist in any other principality in India. But
the problens in nmy country are nany and grave. One of the
great evils that | have tried to renedy is the custom of
infant marriage. So far | have only succeeded in restricting
the age linmt to 12 years, but to those famliar with past

conditions that will be seen to be a vast inprovenent. | have
| earned already a great deal during ny stay here that | think
will be of profit to ne in the governnment of mny people, and

hope to learn a great deal nore.

Bcould this be Wio's who in America?
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[This is a significant statenent.]

Frederi ck Thonpson of Thonpson and Dundy took him around on Coney
I sl and. He enjoyed what he saw there.

Quote fromN. Y. Tines: "He said he had enjoyed it i mensely and
that it would be very useful to him?"

After visiting Coney Island, Sayajirao said: "I have taken note of
your inventions and shall try to instal
sone of themin nmy country. | shall send you a gold and jewell ed
howdah and a silver scaling | adder, which you will accept as a

present fromthe Maharani and nyself."

The Maharaja visited the Luna Park which is advertised next to the
news story.

LUNA PARK--The Heart of Coney I|sl and.
Visit to Washington

"Leavi ng New York on 22-5-1906 Their Hi ghnesses went to
Washi ngton, where the first thing they did was to call on the
Presi dent of the U S.A On the follow ng day three nmenbers of the
Legation called on Hi s H ghness and on Saturday the 26th
May 1906, Hi s Hi ghness the Maharaja Saheb | unched wi th President
Roosevelt, with whom he had a long, interesting and val uable
conversation. On the sanme day two experts fromthe Educationa
Associ ation had an interview with Hs Hi ghness, followed by a visit to
the Wonen's Col | ege at Washington. The visit to the legislative centre
of the States was of unusual interest, and not the | east nenorable was
the dinner given to the visitors by M Tusserand, the French
Ambassador." On May 21, 1906, Public Education Association of
Washi ngt on, Room 18, 201 Second Street North East, Washington, D.C.
invited H H "to visit the private and public schools of the capita
of the United States, Washington, D. C."

"Learning that Your Highness is on a visit to this country for the
purpose of examining into its school systens....

woul d be especially honoured if Your Hi ghness could find it
convenient to give the Association a few m nutes' talk about the
present state of education in India and her ancient educational ideals
during the Association's forthcom ng nmeeting."

Booker T. Washi ngton
A.J. Carter wote to the Muharaja:
"I have just received a letter from Professor Booker T.

Washi ngton stating that he would be delighted to neet you. He
will be in New York fromJune 23rd to July 21, 1906
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Visit to Phil adel phia

"From Washi ngton the party proceeded to Phil adel phia on
30-5-1906 where it put up at Hotel Watton [?]. At Phil adel phia
i ndustrial devel opnents fornmed the chief item of inquiry.
Returning to New York after a couple of days, a great race-neeting at
Bal noral [Bal ti nore?] was attended and the nost inpressive incident was
the great collection of motor cars. The nethod of keepi ng down dust on
the magni ficent road by the use of crude petrol eum proved renmarkably
ef fective. " Letter dated June 4, 1906 from President's O fice, Yale
Uni versity, New Haven, Connecticut.

I beg to acknow edge, with npst cordial pleasure, the
receipt of aletter fromthe United States Anbassador in
London. Let nme assure you that no such introduction was
necessary. Your international reputation was such
that your nane woul d have been known at any great university
without a letter of introduction. [stress added] | am
however, greatly pleased to infer that you and Her Hi ghness
the Maharani are likely to visit New Haven on your way from
Boston to New YorKk.

We shall take the utnobst pleasure...

Sd. Allen [?] S. Hadley [not clear]

Sayajirao was to visit New Haven. Date not fixed.
Visit to Harvard and Chi cago

"Harw{!]ard was the next point of interest, and after inspecting
the college His H ghness lunched with President Elliot at the Wesley
Grls' College, Boston. Her Highness evinced great interest, and was
i mpressed by the nethods of the centre of culture. From Boston to
Buffal o was the next stage where the great Nigara [!] was visited. On
14-6-1906 we find the Royal Party at Chicago. Hi s Hi ghness was present
at the mlitary review held at Chicago and cl osely exam ned the | atest
engi nes of war.

The newspaper interviewer

"It is difficult to touch this great and go-ahead city w thout
maki ng the acquai ntance of the newspaper interviewer. The well-known
i ngenuity of the Yellow Press was enpl oyed on H s H ghness, who was
even called upon to express an opinion on the standard of beauty of the
American Lady! Hi s Highness remarked nothing abnormal in this
direction, and whilst acknow edgi ng the natural charms of the G bson
Creation, expressed no undue enthusiasm This was a very tender point
with the Anerican people, and Hi s Highness' cold attitude towards the
guestion had a danmping effect on the enthusiastic interviewer.

Visit to Col orado
"The State of Colorado was next visited. Here the nmining industry

claimed attention and sone useful |essons were inmbibed. His H ghness
moved about in this State from about 16-6-1906 to 21-6-1906. One of
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the nost interesting incidents was an interview with a party of Red

I ndi ans in whom Hi s Hi ghness evinced nuch interest. The Grand Canon
['], Arizona was next passed in review and the great natural wonders
pondered over. O all the magnificent scenes visited, none left a
deeper inpression than this place. Southern California had many
wonders to show, not the least of whichis St. Catiline Island [!]
[Santa Catalina Island]. Here the sea is wonderfully clear. Boats with
gl ass bottons are used for the purpose of viewi ng depths. Pearls were
dropped in the deep waters, distinctly seen resting on the bed of the
sea, and easily recovered by diving boys. Wcoona and the Grand
Yosanite Valley unfol ded their charns and the nonsters of the forest,
trees up to 250 feet high, created a feeling of awe. Sight-seeing was
the chief business of this part of the journey, and was a never-endi ng
del i ght of wonders and marvel | ous beauty.

Visit to San Franci sco

"The party then proceeded to San Franci sco and saw t he nel ancholy
devastati on wought by the great earthquake. Passing through the great
manuf acturing centre of Oregon, Yellowstone Park (15-7-1906), where the
| argest geyser in the world is seen, Lake Washi ngton, Seattle,

Li vi ngstone and ot her places, the party returned to Chicago.

Visit to Canada

"This concluded the visit to the United States. Later Their
Hi ghnesses paid a visit to the adjoining Dom ni on of Canada and
acqui red nmuch useful information. They returned to New York on 26-7-
1906.

Return to Europe

"The visit to the American Continent occupi ed about three nonths.
Returning to Engl and about the end of August, Hi s H ghness spent the
rest of the tinme, before he left for India, in disposing of the State
papers awaiting his orders during his visit to Arerica. [inp.] H's
Hi ghness intended to | eave for India on 2-10-1906 but afterwards put
off his departure by one nonth due to sone business."?

Y Facing page 222 is a picture of the Maharaja, a guide and Sanpatrao
Gai kwad on horse back (7th Europe Trip June 1906). On the right bottom
are inscribed the foll owing words: June 25, 06, No. 80, on Bright Ange
Track [?] Grand Canyon Arizona.

11 have read in one of the biographies of Sayajirao (by Rice or
Sergeant) that the Governnent of India did not |ook favorably at his
absence from Baroda for |ong periods. There was a great deal of
controversy over this issue.
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America Inspires Baroda in Education

Educati onal expert from America

"VWhile in America, His Highness tried to secure the services of an
Anmerican expert to exam ne the educational institutions in the State
and to suggest inprovenents. Witing from New York on 3-6 [June]-1906
under Hi s Hi ghness' instructions, Shrinmant Sanpatrao asked M. Bunpus
of the Anmerican Museum of Natural History 'whether it is practicable
to secure the services of an expert educationist in America. His
Hi ghness' idea is that the expert should visit the Baroda State and
study the several educational institutes there as well as the
curriculumin the different schools, etc. and should nmake some definite
and practicabl e suggestions regarding refornms and i nprovenents.' M.
Bunpus suggested the name of Dr. Charles Cuthbert Hall. The M nister
[ Dewan] was accordingly informed and Dr. Hall was requested to get into
touch with the Mnister."

CHARLES CUTHBERT HALL

There is a letter fromH C. Bunpus dated July 13 [1906] which

says, among other things: | am enclosing® herewith a copy of a

conmuni cation received fromDr. Charles Cuthbert Hall, to which I wll
meke reply as you may think wise.”™ M ssionary Research Library is part
of the Union Theol ogical Sem nary, New York. It has an extensive

col l ection of books and papers collected by Dr. Robert E. Speer. "For
many years the Library has been the custodian of Union's val uable
Charles Cuthbert Hall Collection, consisting of some thousands of books
on missions gathered by a former professor of mssions at Union or
given in his nmenmory." Preface, iii-iv.Y

The dates of Charles Cuthbert Hall are 1852-1908. So he nust have
di ed at a young age.

M ssi onary Research Library Catalog has the followi ng entries:

Hal | , Charl es Cuthbert
... The witness of Oriental consciousness
to Jesus Christ, lectures delivered in India
and Ceylon in....1906. London, C.L.S. 1., 1906.
135 p. 21.5 cm At head of title: Barrows |ectures.

Hal I, Charles Cuthbert
Christian belief interpreted by Christian experience,
| ectures delivered in India, Ceylon, and Japan on the
Barrows Foundation by Charles Cuthbert Hall, President
of the Union Theol ogical Seminary. Wth an Introductory
Note by the Vice-Chancellor of the University of Bonbay.
The Barrows Lectures, 1902-1903. Chicago, The University

% There is no enclosure in the file: The Maharaja was then in New York
City.

YDictionary catal og of the Mssionary Research Library, New York
Boston, Mass.: G K. Hall & Co., 1968.
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of Chicago Press, 1906.
255p.
[MUL. has the book]

Hall was a lover of the Orient. Refers to G¢tA  Had a great
regard for other religions. The Barrows Lectures (series)delivered
again in India during 1906-07 were published by the Chicago University
Press in 1909 under the title: Christ and the Eastern Soul: The
Wtness of the Oriental Consciousness to Jesus Christ. The inscription
of dedication of the work reads as follows: "To thoughtful Indians of
all faiths these |l ectures are dedicated respectfully by a citizen of
the West who believes in the unity of the human race andwho | ooks with
reverence on the India of the past, with affection on the India of the
present and with ardent expectation on the India of the future.

In his "Preface" to this publication, dated Novenber 1908, Harry
Pratt [?] Judson of the University of Chicago said that Hall passed
away in 1908.

The lectures were given in the winter of 1906-1907. The cities
where the series of |ectures were delivered are Lahore, All ahabad,
Cal cutta, Bombay, and Banglore. |Individual |ectures were given in
Sima, Lucknow, Benares, Dharwar, Ahmednagar, Hyderabad and Ernakul am

Seargent on Maharaja's attenpts to secure the services of
Ameri can specialists and to assimlate Anerican ideas and ideals.

During his first visit to the U S.A in 1906, the Mharaja
invited Dr. Charles Cuthbert Hall to Baroda to inspect the schools
there and to suggest inprovenents.

Ser geant says:

Al'l aspects of life in the United States interested him
keenly, and he was constantly on the |ook-out for ideas which
m ght be adapted to the requirenents of Baroda. In particular,
he studi ed the system of education, and secured the services
of an expert educationalist, Dr. Cuthbert Hall, to cone to
India to inspect the schools of Baroda and to suggest
i nprovenents. [p.118]

BARCDA- - EDUCATI ON
H H and Dr. Charles Cuthbert Hall, 1906

On June 11, 1906, Dr. Bunpus wote to H H. fromthe Anmerican
Museum of Natural Hi story, New York:

To

Hi s H ghness the Mharaja
Sayaji Rao Gai kwad of Baroda,

Hot el Somer set,

Commenweal t h Avenue,

Bost on, Massachusetts.
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Dear Sir,

"I'n our interview of the evening of June 3, you expressed a desire
to have certain educational matters of Baroda investigated at an early
date. Since then | have given the matter considerable thought. | am
of the opinion that such an investigation, to be in the highest sense
profitable, should not be left to a single individual, since the point
of view of the man who is trained along technical lines is somewhat
different fromthat of the person who is trained along culture [!]
lines.

"OQther things being equal, | would first (underlining in original)
advi se the appointnment of a person to | ook over the questions of
primary and technical education, but | am sonmewhat of an opportunist,
and since | have seen Your Highness, it has been brought to ny
attention that Dr. Charles Cuthbert Hall is planning to again visit
India, sailing fromBoston on July 5, and from Genoa on Septenber 14,
arriving in India at the end of Septenber, to be in the Punjab and
Guj arat during October.

"It is true that Dr. Hall is the President of one of the |eading
t heol ogi cal seminaries in this country [Union Theol ogi cal Sem nary, New
York], but he is primarily interested in education in a broad way.
Several of our leading institutions, Harvard, Yale, New York, have
recogni zed his attainnents by giving himhonorary degrees. He is a
trustee of WIllianms Coll ege, one of the npbst thorough of the Anmerican
Coll eges. He is a nmenmber of the Council of Colunbia, and of the Senate
of the University of New York. He is Vice-President of the Board of
Trustees of Atlanta University, Georgia, and is in close relation with
affairs at Hanpton Institute. These |last two have doubtl ess given him
experi ence which woul d make hi m especially valuable to you. His
reasons for going to India now are the sane that they were a few years
ago, nanely, he goes as a representative of the University of Chicago,
to lecture in various parts of India, but | believe that you could not
do better than to invite himto Baroda and discuss with himin the
freest [!] possible manner such educational questions as nmay be worthy
of your attention.

"Dr. Hall has already travelled extensively in India. 1n going to
India at the present time, he goes entirely at the expense of the
Uni versity of Chicago, and it seens to ne that the opportunity that you

have of meeting this man will be of pronounced advantage to you.

“"Dr. Hall is at present in Washington, where he is serving as
Chapl ain of the Senate of the United States, under invitation of
Presi dent Roosevelt. He will |eave Washington on June 15, and will be
in New York on June 22. His permanent address is 700 Park Avenue, New
York. If you happen to be in the neighborhood before the tinme of his
sailing for England, nanely, on July 5, | presune that he would be very

glad to neet you here."

(Sd) Very respectfully yours,
H. C. Bunpus.
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Al | - Round Devel opnent of Baroda

AMERI CA CONTRI BUTES

Letter from Sanpatrao Gai kwad, Secretary to H H from Boston
dated 7 June 1906, [addressed to Dewan] says:

Herewith | encl ose copies of the letters sent to and
received fromM. H C. Bunpus of the American Miseum of
Nat ural Hi story, New York who is appointed Agent for His
Hi ghness' Governnment. Your Excellency will be able to get
therefroma clear idea of the work expected from himand the
ternms proposed and accepted. Your excellency will now be good
enough to issue orders to the authorities concerned to take
necessary action and if necessary have a formal agreenent sent
up to M. Bunpus.

[ found no encl osures.]

America's Influence on Sayajirao
Bar oda and India

Betternment of the Baroda State

Sayaji's nmethod of developing his domnions is illustrated by his
di spat chi ng sonme seeds from Colorado to his State for agricultura
experinments. This was characteristic of his foreign visits and his
efforts to achieve all-pervasive devel opment of his State. \Werever he
went, he made an attenpt to see the best of the region. He tried to
ascertain the basic factors that had enabl ed those progressiv
ecountries to rise high in industrial, economc, social, and other
spheres of life. He inquired into the intricacies of the systens
devel oped abroad and tried to adopt them and to adapt themto suit the
special situations obtaining in his own State. Not only did he inport
new i deas into his State, but he also invited foreign specialists to
i mpl enment those ideas in his territories.

I ndustry and Commer ce!®

"Hi s Highness paid a visit to the United States of America where he
t ook opportunity to study various industries. Consequently we find a
nunber of letters in connection with the devel opnent of the resources
of the State. Witing fromBoston on 10-6-1906 [i.e. June 10] to the
M ni ster, Shrimant Sanpatrao stated, 'Hi s Hi ghness the Maharaja Saheb
desires the statistics about the export and inport of the Baroda State
for the last five years may be collated and arranged as early as
possible. If it is not usual to record this information and,
therefore, not available now, Hi s Hi ghness desires that hereafter
arrangenents should be made to keep an accurate record of such
statistics.

18Section XI X appearing on pages 245 and 246 of Notes on Earlier
Trips by Nene.
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"M . Bunpus was al so asked to procure for the State the services of
an expert in industrial matters. Witing to himfrom New York on 3-6-
1906, Shrimant Sanpatrao says: 'An expert manufacturer or a person
conpetent to explore a country, who after studying the natura
conditions and facilities as well as past and present history and
political and industrial circunstances of the state and people should
be conpetent enough to reconmend definite |ines of policy to be
foll owed by the State, is wanted by Hi s Hi ghness the Maharaja Gai kwad
of Baroda to go and visit the different parts of his State. He w shes
you, if you can think of a good, reliable and conscientious man, to
find out and introduce himwhile he is at Boston. It is believed that
a period from4 to 6 nonths will be enough for himto travel in the
different parts of the State and its nei ghborhood and acquire [the]
necessary kind of information to enable himto recomend a definite
line of policy to be followed by the Baroda Governnment in future....The
Baroda State is mainly agricultural, and judging fromthe geol ogica
report of the State it seenms that if any manufacturers [!] are to be
started, they will have to be dependent mainly on such agricultura
products as may be found near about the place of manufacture. The
gentleman will have to study all the conditions that are necessary,
i nstead of what is nentioned here. He will not find expert officer to
advise himin the matter so that he will have to depend greatly on
himself in the submi ssion of his reports.” Witing in the sane
connection again on 3-8-1906 to M. Bunpus, Shrinmant Sanpatrao says,
' Pl ease renmenber the gentleman nmust not be a nere theorist, but he nust
be able to submit practical schenes with necessary information before
the Governnent and before private people interested (or to be
interested) in the developnent. He will have to inpress upon the
people by lectures, etc., of what they can do to prompte their materia
i nterests under circunstances. He may be handed over charge of
sonme of the departnents bearing on the inquiry of the question

Paper M I |

"On 16-6-1906 Hi s Hi ghness sent an order from Col orado Springs to
the effect '"that a systematic and exhaustive nmenorandum shoul d be drawn
up for starting a small paper mll in the Navsari district or any other
part of Baroda State to turn out paper sufficient to neet the wants
of the State. Due inquiry should be nade on all necessary particul ars-
-local nerchants, etc., should be consulted; inquiries should be nade
as to whether the necessary nmaterial for nmaki ng paper can be had, and

in what quantities; whether it is practicable to start such a mll wth
co-operation of private individuals. It should also be considered what
facilities are necessary to be given, if such a mll were to be started
as a private enterprise. |In fact, the schene should be conpletely
thrashed out and a nmeno drawn up in such a formthat it can very
conveniently be referred to experts in this country.' Again fromthe
sane place anot her order was sent on 17-6-1906 to start a flour mll in
the State. 'It is not intended that the State should conduct it but it

is meant to be a concern opened and nanaged by the public. Governnent
may have only to give the necessary facilities.

Note on Citizenship®

Y Notes on Earlier Europe Trips (1887 to 1906 A.D.) by Nene.
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"VWhile in America, H s Highness inquired of M. Bunmpus whether he
could arrange for sone person to wite notes on citizenship. Shrimnt
Sanpatrao's letter to M. Bunpus in this connection nmay be noted. He
wrote, Hs Hi ghness the Maharaja Gai kwad desires that you should
arrange to have drawn up, by sone conpetent person, a good instructive
note on citizenship, its duties and obligations, and the historica
treatment of citizenship. It should be in such a formthat when
transl ated® it can at once be incorporated as one of the |essons to be
taught in schools. The note should be such as can be easily understood
by boys between ages of 15 and 18. His Highness desires that you
shoul d settle the ideas, etc. that ought to be enbodied in the note,
and in fact, see that it is conplete. |If you think that a simlar note
[is?] desirable to be drawn up for boys under 15 years of age, you are
at |iberty to have one drawn up for themalso. The note should
conveni ently show how and when the rights and duties of citizens change
according to the different forns of Government, if there be any such
change.

Notes for the general public

"M . Bunpus was al so requested to arrange for draw ng up anot her
note touching a variety of subjects. The followi ng extract from M.
Datar's letter to M. Bunpus throws sone |light on the nature of these
subjects. He wote, 'His H ghness the Maharaja of Gai kwad of Baroda
desires that you should arrange to get witten (either by yourself or
sonme ot her conpetent person) chapters on the follow ng subjects:

"(1) The industrial devel opnment of the United
States and the policy foll owed by Government
to encourage it and the different ways in
whi ch the encouragenent is given. The statistics
relating to exports and inports should be
consulted. His H ghness would |i ke to have
information collected on this point, in an
interesting and instructive form to serve as
a chapter of the notes he is thinking of witing
about his tour in Anerica for the benefit of
his people [Bravo]. Special remarks may be nade
of industries that can be advantageously introduced
in India.

"(2) The education in the United States.

"(3) Agriculture in the United States with sone of
the industries connected with it.

"(4) The bringing up of the children and the relation
of their parents with them when they grow up.

"(5) Labour Unions, how they are forned and the
general principles regulating them

"The notes are intended for the general public, who are

2The Maharaja had in his mind a translation in Gujarati or Marathi, or
both, the two | anguages of the Baroda people.
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not nuch

educated. In the chapter
regarding the industrial devel opnent, conparison may be made
with

Europe and ot her countries.™

On July 14, 1906, Bunpus subnitted a report on the cotton-seed oi
i ndustry "according to your request of a little tine ago."

Bunmpus provided a | ady conmpani on to Her Highness. She was M ss
MacLean. Sal ary 1500 doll ars per year
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Jaysi nhrao--His Life in Anerica

Dr. Bumpus was very closely associated with H H.'s househol d
affairs, too. A copy of a letter dated August 5, 1909, fromH H
to Bunpus reads: 2

"My Dear Dr. Bunpus: Jaysinhrao and...rived here in good
health....W are glad to see J. who has grown physically and nuch
mentally. He strikes nme as very sensible and reasonabl e.

"[H H wants Jaysinhrao to return to U S. A for continuation of
hi s studies.]

"He takes wine at tinmes. | do not like this for fear of
its future increase. He has prom sed not to take it.
He wi shes that he should get 25 dollars a nonth nore..ve him...
ascertain my wishes in due tine. [A tutor was appointed for
Jaysi nhr ao. ]

"He has been very happy in your house and under your
care--He likes you all very nuch.

"1 thank you again for all that you are doing for us."
Yours sincerely

(Si gn manual )

Zl"Baroda State Records" preserved at the Lakshni Vilas Pal ace.
There was a mi xture of Marathi and Gujarati. [Notes taken
Feb. 19, 1973]
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Origin of the Baroda Library Myvenent

Ri ce says:

Cl osely connected with Conpul sory Education is the Library
Movenent, which is a special feature of the State, and in
which it can claimto be the pioneer. Al though the Maharaja is
personally a | over of books and has hinself witten one or
two, his many-sided activities in education, in art, in nusic,
inliterature, have in their public manifestations only one
aim-the cultural education of his people, and through his
people to all India.?

Keep in mnd the Letter to the Curator, Baroda Central Library
dated 26-7-1926 fromthe Secretary of the Carnegie Trust of UK
regarding the Library Mvenent of the Baroda State.

Bar oda Li brary Myvenent

Hi s H ghness the Maharaja Sayajirao Gai kwad of Baroda is the
pi oneer of the public library novenent in India. It was the State of
Bar oda whi ch established for the first time on the soil of India a
st at e- supported network of free public libraries available to al
irrespective of caste, class, color, creed, social status or any other
differentiating characteristic. This public |library novenent aroused
great interest both in India and abroad.

The Maharaja assuned power in 1881. Since then he continuously
tried for the pronotion of learning and culture in his State. This
novenent was part of a general renaissance of the state at all |evels--
political, social, and econom c.

During his very first visit to the United States in the
year 1906, the Maharaja was greatly inpressed by the devel opnent of
public libraries there. For exanple, Kudal kar says:

"To an educational enthusiast and an idealist |ike His Highness,
who had already introduced free and conpul sory prinmary education in his
State, the splendid sight of thousands of public libraries in the
U.S. A could not but appeal."?

Kudal kar al so had seen them though at a |later date, but, perhaps
nore extensively. He had nmet Dewey too.

BARCDA LI BRARY MOVEMENT
Concei ved in
COLORADO SPRI NGS 21 JUNE 1906

W thout waiting for his return hone, he cabled an order to his
Educati on Commi ssi oner:

2gtanley Rice, Life of Sayajirao Il of Baroda, Vol. 2, p. 70-71.

B Refer to myBaroda Study, p. 36. Kudal kar: The Baroda Library Mvenent,
1919.
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It is necessary to establish libraries in every taluka or
peta-mahal so that the rural people nay get opportunities to
read books, newspapers and periodicals.?

"The Education Conmi ssioner was instructed to work out a
detail ed schene to inplenent the objective i mediately. The
Maharaja further assured his Mnister of the necessary
gui dance based on his own direct experience of such
institutions in Anmerica and Europe should any difficulty
arose. Rs. 30,000 were sanctioned for opening libraries in
villages for the diffusion of know edge and the awakeni ng of
interest in educational and industrial novenents of the
present times."?®

Under - Secretary wites to Dewan Saheb
"Your Excell ency,

"Hi s Hi ghness the Maharaja Saheb thinks that it is
desirable to establish libraries in small towns and vill ages,
at least one in ten villages as they would create a |ove for
readi ng and conduce to the spread of knowl edge. He therefore
desires that the advantage of libraries should be made known
by Subas and Nai b Subas to nenbers of Local Boards (Tal uka and
District). They may also be given to understand that if they
start such institutions of their own accord, Governnent may
see their way to help them though they do not make prom se to
that effect. [A bureaucratic statenent, at least in this

respect. |
Yours obediently
(Sd. A N. Datar)
Under - Secret ary
To

Hi s Excel |l ency
The Dewan Saheb, Baroda"

* * *

93. Draft for Rules for Starting Libraries.

"M . Datar also wote to Prof. Bunpus on this subject in
his letter of the same date. The letter read: 'l amdirected
to send herewith draft rules for starting circulating
libraries in the Baroda State. His Highness desires that you
shoul d go through them and suggest any additions and
alterations, etc. that you may deem proper [so Bunpus was
regarded also a library expert!] They are only a rough
i ndication of the outline. You nay be able to throw a
consi derable light on the subject fromyour know edge and
experi ence of the working of libraries in this country. 2

24 Vadodara Rajyant Pustakalaya Pravrtti (Vadodara: Pustakalaya Sahayaka Sahakart Mandala,
1927), pp. 42 ff. In GQujarati.

B admi ni stration Report, 1906-07, p. 157

% pnerica's contribution. Bumpus night have given some

library advice as well
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"The draft rules, 11 in nunber, sent with the letter
provi ded for the division of each taluka in circles [peta
mahal ] and the provision of one library for each circle.
Arrangenent for the purchase of books, supervision of the
libraries and for issuing books were suggested [?]. It was
provi ded that the Governnent should give a grant on certain
conditions for a tenporary period of three years.

Every nmenber of the public was to have a right to go to the
library to read books and periodicals without any
restrictions.” [excellent]

My Qbservati ons:

| have read this for the first tinme in Baroda, Feb. 1973.
This is a foundational work. Governnent officials were
regarded conpetent enough to spread the gospel of libraries!

Governnent aid was not regarded perennial
The principle of--Books for All--laid down firmy
Promotion of Literature

Li brary novenent in Baroda was only a part of the genera
cultural renai ssance generated by Sayajirao, who had truly inmbibed the
spirit of the New Age during his sojourns in Europe and America. Not
only did he found libraries and institute the system of conpul sory free
primary education in his State, but he also helped in the creation and
publi cati on
of good healthy literature in the regional |anguages in the form of
original witings by great witers and translations by specialists.

Specifically, Sayajirao endowed a sum of Rs. 200,000 for the
promotion of Gujarati literature. Translations of suitable English
books in Gujarati were published under a series called Ari Sayaji Sahitya Mala
(Shri Sayaji Literary Series). A new series was started in 1918/19. It
was called the Ur¥ SayAji BAl adnyAna MAI A (Shri Sayaji Children's
Know edge Series) "with the express purpose of reaching the young when
| eavi ng school."” There was another series called Pracina KavyaMala (O d
Poetry Series).?

Many other literary and cultural societies of Gujarat rendered
val uabl e service to the cause of the pronotion of Gujarati literature
by the production of useful publications, which helped in the growth
and devel opnent of libraries and reading in Baroda. Anpong such
vol untary agencies may be nmentioned the nanme of the Gujarat Vernacul ar
Soci ety of Ahnmedabad. When a library got its name registered with the
Society by paying Rs. 50/-, it received all the books published by the
Society costing up to Rs. 1, and the Buddhi prakAsh (journal) free of
cost.

2" Educati on Report, 1918/19, p. 53.

{PAGE }



Sayajirao Pronpotes Libraries

Gai kwad of Baroda, a Great Pronpter of Libraries

Sayajirao was way ahead of his contenporaries by severa
generations. "A free library is no longer such a novelty in India as it
was towards the end of the nineteenth and the begi nning of the
twentieth centuries. Thanks to the inpetus given by Sayajirao, the
library nmovenent gathered strength throughout India during the |ast
fifty years."?8

H. H Lays the Foundation Stone of the bonbay Marathi Library

File No. 17/86 of the Huzur English Ofice, Khangi Dept., (Roya
English Office, Private Departnent) pertains to Maharaja's 8th Trip
Abroad. It is headed: "8th Trip; Return of H H the Maharaja Saheb
from Europe, 1910." Sanpatrao Gai kwad was t he Khangi Karbhari (Private
Secretary) at the tine. H H was due at Bonmbay on Friday, Decenber
16,

1910, and at Baroda the followi ng day, in the norning at 9:00 a.m

On Dec. 2, 1910, C. N Seddon wrote from Baroda to H H. He was on
his way back to India and the letter was intended to catch himat Aden.
In this letter, Seddon infornmed Maharaja, anong other things: "M.
Borden has arrived--1 dare say | may have already reported it."

The Tinmes of India of Decenmber 17, 1910, reported that on Saturday
afternoon (i.e. on Decenber 17) Maharaja Sayajirao perfornmed the
cerenony of laying the foundation stone of the Bonbay Marathi Library
at G rgaum Bonbay.

The paper reported: %

Hi s Hi ghness | aid the foundation stone and briefly
addressed the assenbly in Marathi. He spoke of the useful ness
of an institution |like library as a neans of spreading
know edge anong peopl e and said those who took advantage of
such an institution should give the benefit of the know edge
gained by themto their less fortunate brethren. O herw se
the object of founding it would be frustrated. In this country
education was a great necessity. They know that there were
many mllionaires in India, who could do nmuch for the progress
and wel |l -being of the country, but their ignorance of what
knowl edge and science could do prevented them fromtaking a
hi gher view of life.

Evi dently Maharaja's departure for Baroda was del ayed.
Probably at this neeting H H. spoke about his having brought an
Anerican librarian to Baroda.*

8 Maharaja Sayajirao |11 Centenary Commenoration volume, 17th March
1964, Baroda. Baroda: J. M Mehta, 1964. p.12

2Cipping fromthe paper. He could not have spoken but in Marat hi
%0Not necessarily. Because Shah says that reference to "bringing a
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Shah does not give any reference. Neither does he tell us whether
the original was in Gujarati or some other |anguage. The Gujarat
version appearing here is so poor in literary nerit, that one could
easily infer that it was not the original--it is nmerely a translation
and that too of an inferior quality. Sayajirao had stopped in Bonbay
just for a day on his way to Baroda after landing in India. It is
possi bl e that the citizens of Bonbay m ght have presented himw th an
address of welcone. |In response to this, whatever he spoke contai ned
t he above passage, or at least a gist of it. That incidentally shows
how much i nmportance he attached to library devel opnment and Borden's
appoi nt ment to Bar oda.

H. H spoke in Marathi, at least while laying the foundation stone.
It would be quite appropriate too. See the report published in the
Times of India. The paper refers to the laying of the foundation stone
of the Bonbay Marathi Library. 1t is not certain whether we have here
two functions (gatherings) or only one! Mst probably two! The other
speech could very well have been in Gujarati or even in English.

Public Libraries for Public Education®

BY MR. B. M DADACHANJI, B. A
(Reprinted fromthe Indian Review of June 1912.)

"Wile Europe and Anmerica are naking rapid progress in al
directions, rising higher and higher every year, India is |agging
far behind. Wth her glorious past, which after the | apse of nearly
thirty centuries still challenges the admration of the world, with a
peopl e endowed with good qualities of the head, India is a country
fitted to take her intellectual place with other civilized nations, if
proper steps in the right direction are taken. She has already shaken
of f her lethargy of centuries, and her manifold activities |lying
dormant for ages and threatened with extinction hold out the prom se of
bei ng revived and qui ckened under the elevating influence of Wstern
civilization conmbined with the opportunity offered by the Pax
Britanica.

"The future of India depends to a very great extent on the status
to which the masses can be raised. Their present degraded condition is
solely due to ignorance. No country can ever hope to attain greatness,
mental, noral or material, if it can boast of only a snmall|l percentage
of its population being tolerably or even highly educated, while the
masses are left to grovel in darkness and ignorance or nerely taught to
read and wite.

"The question of free conpulsory primary education as one of the
essential nmeans for the uplift of the nmasses has | ong been before the
Government and Indian | eaders. The Hon. M. Gokhale's Bill has done
nore than anything else to focus on it the attention of the whole

specialist in Library Science from Anerica" was nmade in a speech
respondi ng to the address of wel cone.
Slibrary Mscellany, 1(Novenber 1912): 33-35.
See the last page of this article
for the inspiration received by Sayajirao through his
travels in the West.
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country. Inportant as the question of the diffusion of elenmentary
education is, Indian educationists do not seemto have realized the
equal inportance of free public libraries as an educational factor. It
has yet to be recognized that no schenme of school education, however
costly or el aborate, can ever succeed wi thout an extensive, co-worKking
schenme of public libraries. That is one of the chief reasons why the

| ar ge nunber of persons already turned out by the schools and coll eges
during the I ast 60 years have given such a poor account of thenselves,
in spite of the great help and i npetus given by the British Governnent,
and it is safe to premise that the rate of India's progress will not be
as great as could be desired, by the nmere multiplication of schools and
col l eges, so long as proper attention is not paid to the question of
libraries.

"I'n the evolution of societies, herds of nen have been succeeded by
nobs of men, and in the evolution of the nob the readi ng nob has
repl aced the shouting mob. To bring about such a result is an easy
task compared with that of organizing the reading nob into societies of
t hought ful nen, mndful on the one hand of the best traditions of the
human race and open on the other to the | atest revel ati ons of science.
Fromthis point of view, then, the problens of national education
resol ve thenselves into problens of ainms and nethods of reading and a
new si gni fi cance attaches to the place of literature anong instrunents
of culture and to the library anong institutions of learning. These
vital problens bring us face to face with the question: How can the
school and the public library be brought into such position that the
one may supply what is lacking in the other? How can the library re-
enforce the school and the school re-enforce the library?"

Dadachanji enunciates “The Library Religion.”

"Even the nmere study of the library literature will infuse in the
| eaders a good deal of enthusiasm But to be really successful in such
matters one nmust need to be drunk with enthusiasm \Woever desires to
place hinmself in that state should pay a visit to the best |ibraries of
Eur ope and Aneri ca.

* * * *

Li brary Religion

"Sone idea of the inportance of such a visit may be forned fromthe
fact that when His Hi ghness the Gai kwad visited the |libraries of the
West and studied their ainms and duties, nmethods and activities, he
becanme inspired with the new religion--Library Religion--which he has
been preaching fromhis capital at Baroda. India has for centuries
been the home of many great and ennobling religions, but she will have
to welcone this newreligion for the salvation of her children."”

The nessage of Anerican libraries and librarianship has continued

to inspire the Indian librarians. For exanple, see the G anthAl aya
(periodical).
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Li brary Phil osophy

Sayajirao perfornmed the opening cerenony of the "Sharda Mandir,"
(the Tenple of the Goddess of Learning), the new building of the
Mar at hi Grant ha Sangrahal aya, the representative Marathi Library in
Bonbay on 7 Novenber 1912. Two years prior to this occasion, i.e. on
Decenber 17, 1910, he had laid the foundation stone of the sane, just
after he returned to India fromhis second world tour

The full text of the speech appears i nSpeeches and Addresses of
Hi s H ghness Sayajirao Il1, Mharaja of Baroda, 1877-1927. (London,
Macmi | | an, 1928). The sanme speech had appeared earlier in thelLibrary
M scel I any (November 1912, 1:29-30). The two texts differ to sone
extent. Here we are following the text as it appears in the Speeches.

"LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN- - Two years ago the opportunity was given ne
to lay the foundation stone of this building in which we are today
assenbl ed which is dedicated to the benefit of the Marathi race. *
Since then, | my say with feelings of gratification that | have
brought about the founding or the reorgani zati on of over 300 free
public libraries in my own State; small |ibraries, many of them small,
i ndeed, nost of them and yet on their shelves are 120,000 books, and
fromthose shelves 116, 000 books have been i ssued during the past year
So, fromthe standpoint of a fellowworker with you, | nay say that it
is with the greatest pleasure that | have accepted your invitation to
assist in the dedication of this building that is to nean so nmuch to
the future of the Marathi people.

"Alibrary is instituted to preserve the record of the deeds and
t he thoughts of men, for the instruction and enlightennment of future
generations, so that those who are about to take up their share of the
work of the world, their own part in the advance of the human race in
intelligence, in civilization, in power, nmay start fromthe basis of
achi evenent gai ned by the countless generations before them

"The school teaches the boy to read, that he may know what nen are
doi ng and what they are thinking; it inparts certain rudiments of
know edge that he may begin his life a little better prepared to neet
the problems and the trials of that Iife than his father was before
him The college takes the selected few still further on in the
acqui sition of the knowl edge that has been gai ned by the slow and the
pai nful work of forner generations. |t teaches the youth to reason
that he may distinguish right actions fromwong actions, right nethods
fromwong nethods. It teaches himhow to apply his reasoni ng powers
to the larger affairs of life.

"But al though the school may start himin his life's work, and the
college carry himstill further on, neither school nor college can take
himto the end. To whateverend may be within the nmeasure of his
capacity, to that end he nust strive hinself. To reach that end he may
mx with nen of affairs, of the small though inportant affairs of his

%2Maharaja laid the foundation "two years ago" from 7 Novenber
1912, that is, when he returned to India in 1910 after his second world
tour. He had spoken then of having brought an American |ibrary expert.
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village or town, of the larger affairs of his State, of the stil

| arger affairs of the Enpire, of the greater affairs of the world. O
he may choose to cast his ot with the phil osophers, with the thinkers
of the age. But whether his mind inclines himto action or to

medi tation, he must first enroll hinmself as a pupil in "the people's
university"--the library. He nust saturate his mnd with know edge of
the deeds of other nmen, that he nmay enulate them He nust study the

t houghts of others, that fromthe basis of those thoughts he may rise
to still higher flights.

"How i nportant it is, therefore, that this library, to which he
must resort in preparing himself for his career, should be a collection
of books well and carefully selected that he may nmeke no fal se start
that nmust be corrected and |ived down before the real work of his life
may begin. How inportant it is that the collection, be it small or
| arge, be well classified, that the deeds of nmen |like hinself be ready
to his hand, that he may fill his mind with the thoughts of others
wi t hout waste of tinme or effort.

"Alibrary nmust be built up as nmen are built, slowy and carefully,
and with due consideration of the work to be perforned. This is an
institution that should never die: an institution the work of which in
the future may help or mar the nen by whose hands that future will be
formed, and we nust | ook well to our handiwrk that the generations to
cone nmay be benefited, that we may be honored in the thoughts of our
chi l dren.

"We dedicate this building for Marathi men of today; for Marath
children of to-day who are to be the Marathi nen of to-norrow, this
library, that shall tell them of the thoughts and deeds of Marathi nen
who have gone on before them and shall tell the thoughts and the deeds
of Marathi men of today to nmen yet unborn."
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Sayaji's All-Pervasive Reforns--1908

The great achi evenent of Sayajirao in inplenenting all-pervasive
reforns was well-noticed in England as early as 1908. The present
author in his previous study on Baroda (1969) wrote:

The effect of these unusual devel opnents in Baroda did
not remain confined to her territorial lints. Echoes of the
Maharaja's great reforns were heard in the House of Commobns
of the British Parlianment. On March 31, 1908, M. O G ady
asked the Secretary of State, Mrley, if he knew that in the
native State of Baroda the Maharaja had separated the
judicial fromthe executive functions, restored |local self-
governnment in the formof the ancient village panchayat,

instituted primary education, compul sory and universal,
throughout the State, and had further instituted the reform
of popularly-elected nenbers in the Legislative council, and

if so, whether the Council of India would consider such
reforns, with a view of suggesting to the Viceroy in Council
their application to other native states, and so to India as
a whol e.

The Secretary of State for India (M. Mrley, Mntrose Burghs)
replied:

I am aware of the neasures recently introduced in
Baroda; their results will be watched with interest, and wll
be considered in their bearing on Indian adm nistration
generally.® p 1 But | need hardly say that | cannot
undertake forthwith to suggest® p 2 the introduction of
simlar neasures in the whole of British India, and I
certainly cannot interfere with the discretion of the rulers
of other States.

3 Great Britain, House of Commons, Parlianentary Debates (4th Seri es,
UK of GB. and Ireland). Vol. 187, Col. 306, March 31, 1908.

%W fail to understand what was the SIN in "suggesting”. |nperial
Bureaucracy is after all BUREAUCRACY.
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Educati on and Libraries--1912

Sayajirao’s Love for Scientific Study

Sayajirao believed that India could not nmake any progress w thout
the industrial devel opment. He advocated intensive study of the
science and stressed the need for scientific experinments. He had
provi ded a Kal A Bhavan [Arts Institute] at the very early stage of his
rule. It had been his intense desire also to establish a Science
Institute. During his Colden Jubilee Cel ebrations he decided to
i mpl ement his w sh.

A place was designated to be the site for the new building of the
Central Library (on the Sursagar Lake). But it was given to the
Sci ence Institutel!

Mahar aj a’ s Phil osophy of Library Service

Sayajirao: The Maharaja did not attend a formal school, yet
t hrough self-study and the association with the | earned, he becane a
hi ghl y-cultured man. He had a firmconviction that it was possible for
everyone, even an ordinary man, to develop the sane kind of |ove for
books that he had. Sayajirao believed that if a library is once opened
in a community, the people would get used to books to such an extent
that they would continue to support it forever. |If this had been true,
all the noney, |abour, and energy expended by nodern public libraries
even today for publicity and pronotion to generate and sustain interest
of the people for books and reading would be uncalled for. |In fact,
there is always a need for sustained effort to bring the reader to the
library or even to reach himat his honme. An effective library service
cannot be mai ntai ned without extensive library propaganda.

Borden: Borden believed that all the persons once associ ated

with the work of libraries would continue to render self-I|ess

service forever without any financial reward. He says that a snall
library could be kept in a | ocal store and the storekeeper can al so
work as the librarian. According to Borden, the prestige attached to
the job of handling a collection of books should be enough incentive
and reward to render this service. At New Haven, Connecticut, he had
initiated a hone delivery service of books and had used his own car for
the experinment. He hinself drove the car and delivered the books in
the area to the enrolled nenbers. But Borden was a professiona
librarian, a pioneer |eader. He was a missionary. He was an apostle.
Such an enthusi asm and drive

cannot be, as a rule, inculcated in all the store-keepers. Even the
teachers in the state primary schools of Baroda found it difficult to
manage the village libraries, although the nmanagenent of |ibraries was
prescribed as one of their official duties by the Educati on Departnent.
The Maharaja had a fairly el aborate phil osophy of l|ibrarianship. He
wanted the library work to be divided into two sections, English and
vernacul ar. He advocated the use of both. He did not want the
libraries to restrict their benefits to a few peopl e enjoying higher
soci al status, and to neglect the masses. "Vernacular libraries should
be encouraged, and with this in mnd | have caused the establishnment of
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smal | vernacular libraries throughout the villages of the State."

He did not give away libraries as gifts. He wanted the people to
contribute their share. "Nothing can be got without trouble.
Knowl edge cannot be attained without self-sacrifice.”

The Maharaja al ways thought in terns of the whole of India. He was
a true nationalist.

It was at an inspiring neeting of the Baroda Library Club that he
enunci ated his library philosophy, his library creed, which came to be
cited so often everywhere and with which we have begun this work
Addressing the librarians, he said: "Your duties and responsibilities
are great, greater even than those of Magi strates andSubas [Divi si ona
Conmi ssi oners].

"M . Borden realizes the inportance of this phase of the work [with
children] as well as | do, and | have no doubt that his idea will be
carried out by his staff.?3®

I ndi a’ s Backwar dness

"For the solution of these problems it is necessary first
of all to recognize that the public library is an integra
part of public education--not an adjunct nerely, but a necessary
conplenment of it. The relation of the school to the
library is that the forner stands for the acquisition of the
mere rudi nents of know edge in certain subjects, the latter
for the anplification and rounding out of that knowl edge. The
at nosphere of libraries is a necessity of education taken in
its nost conprehensive sense. Woever wishes to live in the present
and do anything for it or for the future nust be fanmiliar with the
past, and al so nust be famliar with what others are doing in his own,

or in parallel lines. No one can do anything vital for an age unl ess
he understands it thoroughly, and no one can understand the age
t hor oughl y

unl ess he broadly grasps the facts that nake it and have nmade it what
it is. Such understanding, such grasp can only be obtained in the
at nosphere of well-equi pped, well-conducted libraries.”

In his Introduction to Baroda and its Libraries, Rao Bahadur V. T.
Kri shnamachari enphasi zed that the library nmovenent in Baroda was part
of a carefully devised program of nass education inaugurated by the
Maharaj a of Baroda in 1893, in which year he introduced as an
experimental neasure compul sory primary education in one of the
Districts of the State [Anreli]. It was successful and the area of
compul sion was gradually wi dened. By 1907 the entire State was covered
with the provision of conpul sory, free, primry education. The
Maharaja had fully realized that the provision of conpul sory education
Wi t hout the concurrent provision of libraries was neither w se nor
adequat e.

3 pppreci ati on of Borden by Maharaja Sayajirao. Source: Sayajirao I,
Mahar aj a of Baroda, Speeches and Addresses. (London, Macm |l an, 1928.
520p. The writings of the Maharaja on libraries and librarianship are
i ncorporated into this book as far as possible.
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Kri shnamachari says: %

H s Hi ghness soon realized that universal education
requi red as an essential supplenent to it a network of free
public libraries which would keep literacy alive and enabl e
men and wonen in rural areas to have access to sources of
know edge not hitherto open to them He insisted that
"libraries should not |limt their benefits to the English
knowi ng readers but should see to it that their good work
perneated through to the many' and that 'vernacul ar
l'ibraries should be encouraged' so that every citizen of
the State '"may enrol hinself as a pupil in the "peoples
university" the library. [p. Xxxi]

Kri shnamachari then proves by neans of statistics the
hi ghly devel oped state of libraries in Baroda, and then says:

To me the nost gratifying feature of it all is the
place the library fills in the |ife of the village. In ny
tour | exam ne boys and girls who have left school, to
ascertain the extent of lapse into illiteracy anpng them

and invariably find how negligible this is in a village
with a library.% For, directly a boy or girl |eaves the
school, he or she becones a menber of it. The provision of
a good building for the library was a favorite manner of
celebrating Hi s Hi ghness' Golden Jubilee; and it often
happens that the library building is the best building in
the village, and serves as a neeting place for all |oca
interests. [p. xxii]

Kri shnamachari cites the following library creed of the
Mahar aj a:

A library nust be built up as nmen are built, slowy and
carefully and with due consideration of the work to be
performed. This is an institution that should never die; an
institution the work of which in future nay help or nmar the
men by whose hands that future will be perforned, and we
nmust | ook well to our handiwork that the generation to cone
may be benefited, that we may be honoured in the thoughts
of our children.[p. xxii]?3®

Carnegie Inspires Sayajirao
Wakni s conpares Carnegie's "foundation" grants with the State aid

in Baroda. Let it be noted that Carnegie's grants were neant only to
initiate by providing a permanent |ibrary building. Wknis justified

3% Newt on Mohun Dutt. Baroda and its libraries. Baroda:Central Library,
1928. 191 p. [Cf. Introduction, pp. XXi, XXii, XxXviii, xxxi, xxxii, &
XXXiii.]

3" Mehdi Nawaz Jung al so expressed sinilar views.

38 Certainly he was honored. He deserved more! Wake up India!!
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Baroda's not giving the aid continuously. That is not proper.

What ever Baroda gave was the "tax" noney, taken fromthe people. The
taxed subjects were given the grant-in-aid. Such was not the case with
Carnegie. Carnegie was not the "ruler" of the kingdom where the
libraries were established. What he gave to the communities were his
own "earnings." So Waknis was not justified in saying that the State
grants cannot be continued forever!

I ndirect Taxation for Libraries in Baroda

The contribution by the State and Local Boards was certainly the
"public" noney--proceeds of taxation. Just by subscribing to the
Ceneral Fund, people becane the "masters,” "managers," or "proprietors
of the Library where two-thirds belonged to all! This is a very
i mportant point to note. The above is nerely a digression. The only
point | wanted to nmake here is that Sayajirao was greatly
i nfluenced by the runificence of Carnegie. Both tried to give to the
peopl e what they thenselves could not get in their early life!

R P. Masani, witing under the title "Sayajirao Gai kwad: A Few
Rem ni scences"” in theConmrenoration Volune, has shown the influence
Andr ew Car negi e exerci sed over the mnd of Sayajirao, |leading himto
promote libraries in his own kingdom "The reason to recal
Carnegie's Gospel of Wealth is to indicate the inpetus given by the
Anerican mllionaire in Sayajirao’'s days to the provision of free
libraries." (p. 10)

Baroda |ibrarians have paid great tributes to the noble service
rendered by the Bonbay Soci al Service League through its Travelling
Li brary Service, as inspired by Baroda's achi evenents. The Secretary
of the League too has openly acknow edged his debt to America and
Bar oda. Masani di scusses Carnegie's influence on Danpdardas Sukhadwal a,
who donated | arge suns of nopney to Social Service League. He says: "In
progressi ve Bonbay, however, there was a public-spirited citizen, a
Hi ndu merchant of npbdest means, Danodardas Sukhadwal a, on whom
Carnegie's enthusiasmfor the establishment of free libraries appeared
to have created a profound inpression." (p. 11-12)
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Li brary Training & Library Wrk
Sayajirao on Library Education®

"At the Novenber neeting of the Baroda Library Club, taking up the
suggestion of Principal Clarke for instituting a post-graduate course
in library science in the Baroda College, H H the Maharaja said that
when he cane to the neeting he had no intention of being nore than a
passive |listener, but what the | ecturer and the Chai rman had said
i nduced himto venture a few words in support of the lecturer's
suggestion of form ng a post graduate course in Library Econony in the
Bar oda Col | ege, of which institution the |ecturer was the distinguished
head. Such a course was badly needed in India and the intense library
activity of the Baroda State made that College the fittest institution
to offer such a course to the Indian graduate. There would soon be a
demand for trained library workers. Many States were about to foll ow
the exanple set by his own State in founding systens of free public
l'ibraries; and sone of themhad already witten to himasking himto
recommend conpetent persons for such work."

Supporting the proposal to institute a post-graduate two-year
course in library science |eading toward a di pl oma, the Mharaja
predicted that there would 'soon be a demand for trained library
workers.' He was aware that M. Borden was 'too zealous in his work
for the Baroda Libraries to spare any of his trained assistants for
work in other states, however inportant that work might be.' But as
his zeal was so great, he mght train others for the work, who would
extend it throughout India. The Maharaja believed that if the ability
of Borden to train men in his own special line could be conbined with
the Iike ability in allied |ines possessed by the staff of the Baroda
Col l ege, an institution mght be established that would 'work
i ncal cul abl e good to India, an institution simlar to the one® in
America, in which M. Borden was then a lecturer; an institution which
has since been the chief factor in giving America the lead in library
wor k. 4

Borden Inspires the Maharaja

The Maharaj a had great ideas, noble ideals, and hi gh expectations.
However, he could not achieve all that he had desired. The Maharaja
recall ed the events of 1911 when M. Borden began his library training
in Baroda. The word was sent to every corner of India that the State
of Baroda was willing, w thout charging any fees, to train people in
library science. Speaking before the Baroda Library Club, The Mharaja
sai d:

The persons who failed to respond to the call were not

%This was an "Editorial note" in theLibrary M scellany,

February 1913: 78-79.

“established thirty years ago p 2 The allusion is to the School of

Li brary Econony, established by Melvil Dewey at Col unbia Col |l ege, New
York in 1887.

“lsayajirao Gaikwad 111, Maharaja of Baroda,

Speeches and Addresses, 1877-1927 (London: Macmillan, 1928), p. 324.
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farsighted and intelligent enough to realize the inportance
of library work. But now happily, another era has begun
Wth M. Clarke and M. Borden working in co-operation
great results can be attained and the illiteracy of the
masses be much | essened. 42

However, the proposal could not be inplenented and the Baroda
Col | ege never becane a center for library training.

Sayajirao on Libraries and Education

At the Di anond Jubil ee Cel ebrations of the Shree Jayasi nhrao
Li brary, Baroda, 16th Decenber 1937, Sayajirao spoke:

"LADI ES AND GENTLEMEN--1 had no intention of speaking on this
occasi on, but the address of our |learned |ecturer describing in such
interesting fashion the libraries of the world, tenpts ne to say a few
wor ds. 44

"What | see here to-day vividly recalls to ny mnd nenories of |ong
years ago. | remenmber well the site and scenes of the day this library
was founded. The nei ghborhood was then overcrowded with narrow, dark
and dirty lanes, wetched, uninviting shops, m serable houses,
tenenents and tenples, unhealthy and tiresome for the pedestrian. \What
a delightful transformation we find to-day! Qur city now | ooks charm ng
with its broad and well-lit streets lined with trees. Stately
bui | di ngs depict different schools of architecture and, together with
the amenities of nodern civic |life which we now enjoy, the whole scene
has not only changed but in many respects has indeed become charm ng. %

Turning to the learned | ecture of Father Heras, | doubt if I can
usefully add anything to what he has told us. As regards his
flattering references to what | have been able to do, | nmake no claim

to have been nore than partly successful in ny efforts to pronote the
wel fare of nmy people. W do not all get equal opportunities in life,
nor do we get sufficient scope or encouragenent for what we wi sh to do.
I have done the best | could within nmy linmtations and | am happy to
say that | have been able to provide a network of libraries for ny
peopl e, bringing about a healthy change in their outl ook, culture and
general know edge.

"Fat her Heras has given us an excellent description of the |arge
and varied collections of books and manuscripts stored at different

i bi d.

“3Sayajirao Gaekwad 111, Maharaja of Baroda. Speeches and addresses,
Canbridge, Privately printed at the University Press, 1927-1938.

4 v. v.4, 1938, pp. 866-71

“Sayajirao was a great speaker. He could not resist the urge of
speaking if and when an occasion arose. Simlar sentinments were
expressed by himwhen the proceedings of a neeting of the Baroda
Library Club pronpted himto deliver a | earned speech extenpore, which
has remai ned one of his finest ones on libraries

and educati on.

“The sane kind of netanorphosis in the case of libraries and education
was successfully brought about by the Mharaja.
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times by different nations. Fromthese collections has flown the
stream of know edge which has given |ight and happi ness to mankind. It
is a mtter of great regret that in Spain, fromwhich, | think, our
abl e | ecturer cones, these ancient nmonunents are threatened with

conpl ete destruction owing to political troubles. Let us hope that

these difficulties will soon pass, that peace will not |ong be del ayed
and that Spain's ancient culture and civilization will be preserved.
"India's culture illumned the world of the ancients. But during

the interimperiod of ignorance and darkness, |ndia has not been able
to maintain her link with the past or to plan adequately for the
future. If we wish to keep pace with a world which advances daily, it
is essential that we should acquire nore and nore know edge and spread
it far and w de.

"We cannot adequately neasure our progress unless we cone into
contact with other people and try to nmake ourselves conversant with
their achi evenents. For this purpose we nust visit countries far and
near, for thus and only thus can we wi den our know edge, estimate where
we stand and determ ne what path we should follow. By reading and by
study, you can of course obtain much practical know edge, useful in
your daily occupations. Naturally all reforms cannot be good for us,
and sone may be inpracticable, but by studying the really good custons
and nethods of others, by adopting and nolding themto our needs, we
shall certainly inprove our |ot.

"We all know sonething of the vicissitudes through which our
country has passed, and of the defects that have retarded our progress
and stunted our growh as a nation. Appalling ignhorance and unnatura
class divisions are, in my opinion, the nmain reasons for our
backwardness. What a shocki ng percentage of illiteracy we have anong
our 35 crores of people! The very thought of it is sufficient to make
us shudder and feel ashamed. Therefore our primary and forenpst want
i s education and spread of knowl edge. Wth that object, | have opened
many schools and libraries and | urge you to take full advantage of
t hem

"If you are really anxious to progress you nust work hard and
strive for it. Study well the nethods of Western races and apply the
know edge thus gained to your everyday life and to the many religi ous
and political problens that await solution. | urge you to give up
once and for all, faulty notions and dogmas in religious matters, and
al so the vices and defects which are the products of subordination and
want of scope and freedom Do not hesitate to introduce refornms which
will give you refinenment and health. It is hardly necessary for ne to
say that the happiness and prosperity of the individual or of society
in general, mainly depend upon these things. By generosity of heart and
di ffusion of know edge, you will conme to realize that we are all the
children of one God. Only when you fully understand that truth, can
you render full service to humanity. Keeping that aim always in sight,
do your duty according to your light. Each one of you possesses
strength, but real strength lies in unity. Acquire that real and noble
strength and work in harnony and conjunction with others, and you
cannot but do good to yourself and to society, while progress wll
proceed unchecked.

“In order to secure that strength in unity, you must abandon nutua
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conflicts and petty squabbles, which are the products of distrust,

cl ass divisions, selfishness and simlar vices. Do not treat one
particul ar class as untouchabl es. They have enough worries w thout that
and you nust try to reduce their suffering and enhance their happiness.
Forget all differences of race and religion, caste and creed. Wether
Hi ndu, Muslimor Christian, for our salvation, you nust all unite under
one banner as one nati on.

"The nane of my |late son, Prince Jayasinhrao, has |ong been
associated with this library. After he had conpleted his education at
Harrow, | sent himto Harvard in the United States, so that he night
learn that >uin work lies our honor>w [ enphasis added]. He thus
recei ved excel | ent hi gher education, the education that | nyself |onged
to have but could not get through circunstances well known to you. But

| tried to give to ny sons what was denied to ne. | sent themto
colleges in different countries in the hope that they would use their
acqui red know edge to further the happi ness of ny people. | nust admt

that | did not conpletely realize my object.

"As for nyself, though |I had no opportunity to receive a university
education, | devoutly and zealously utilized all the avail able
resources at ny conmmand in acquiring such know edge as | could from
readi ng good and useful books. | have studied them and have
endeavored to apply ny knowl edge to everyday problens, trying to serve
ny people and secure their happi ness. Though | have not succeeded in
achieving all nmy desires and anbitions, | have done ny best. Ladies
and gentlenmen, | | ook upon you as ny children and it is nmy desire that
you shoul d have educati on and acquire know edge. Thereby you w Il nmake
headway towards the fulfillnment of your cherished hopes and thus
achi eve happi ness. Such has been my own aimin all directions. | have
never | ost hope as the result of failures, though often they have
brought unhappi ness. W learn by experience and every failure brings
experience and enlightennent.

"I know that many of you go to Europe and other foreign |ands but
how many of you derive proper benefit fromyour travels? | sonetines
think that you hardly see the good things there and | am afraid that
sonmetimes you also bring back with you the | ess desirable habits.
Furthernore, if you receive higher education and are attracted by
di pl omas, degrees and other | abels only as a neans of governnment
service, then that higher education is being wasted. You nust
cultivate your intellect and strength of character, and actively
promote the arts and industries of your country. W are laggard in
that respect, and economic difficulties are partly responsible. But
know edge alone will not help us much unless we give up faulty habits
and servile nmentality, and boldly eradicate those social evils which
have been such a hindrance to our progress. Cultivate practical w sdom
with the aid of knowl edge, to serve both the individual and society.
You will find our Vedas urging: "G ve away that food (know edge) and
satisfy (renmove? quench?) hunger (ignorance)." You can raise society
and our land to a high level of culture and progress if you place
proper education and know edge at the disposal of the poor and
i gnorant, increasing thus their chances of happi ness and sel f-support.”
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Li brary Policy—933

CAUTI ON AND CARE EXERCI SED

Al t hough the Maharaja had such a great enthusiasmfor libraries
and wanted to pronote themto the maxi num yet he had to be practicable
and reasonabl e as every good adm nistrator ought to be. He was
cautious and careful. FromParis he wote to his Dewan:

"8. Lastly, the policy of opening libraries in the villages has
been started and | encouraged it. | wish this policy to be slowy
carried out as | have doubts whether the Panchayats and the other State
finances will stand the strain. Although each item may sound very small
but the collective amunt will be large and al so notwi t hstandi ng that
the work will play sonme part in bringing and keeping up the know edge
i nparted by the el enentary education

"9. So nuch has to be done for the need of the villages that we
have to be careful that we do not squander away the little noney we
have avail abl e.

"10. Sl acken the policy of opening libraries unless the villagers
pay all the expenses of it.

"11. Calculate roughly what is being spent now and what will be the
total expenditure and get that sum approved before pl edging the
Panchayat and the State Finances."“

“Extract froma letter from6, Avenue Van Dyck, Parc Mnaceau
Paris, dated the 7th June 1933, fromH H the Maharaja Saheb to H E
the Acti ng Dewan Saheb
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Sayajirao--Plans and Proposals, 1918

Pl anni ng For Beautifying Baroda &
Construction a Library Building

Letter No. 1650, p. 1035-6
Lakshm Vilas Pal ace, Baroda, 27th August, 1918

My dear M. Spiel mann,

"I was very pleased to receive your nost interesting letter and
report.

"...1 have not received this report before. It is very interesting
and | thank you very nmuch for the same. As to M. Lutyen's Library
pl an, the Departnment will wite to you if they have not done so
already. In fact nost of the public works have been brought to a
standstill here, because of the increase in rates due to the War.
have sone very good ideas in my head just now for the inprovenent and
beauti fyi ng of Baroda. Unfortunately there are so many stages between
the getting of an idea and bringing it to fulfillnment that | al npst
despair of ever getting any idea worked out to its fullest
expression. "

| have already reported in ny Baroda history (p. 167) that Sir
Edward Lutyens of the Governnment of India was a great architect and he
drew a plan for the building of the Baroda Central Library which
happened to be the fifth in the series. Didn't he al so design the New
Del hi Central Secretariat, etc.? Yes. The Mharaja always ai med high
very high.

The Maharaja was quite frank. Even though he was a MAHARAJA, he
could not fulfill all his anbitions!

“"Sel ected letters of His Hi ghness the Maharaja Sayajirao Gai kwad,
Vol. Ill, 1916 A.D. to 1920 A.D., p. 1035-6.
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Sayaj i rao Appreci at ed

The following "Editorial Note" appeared in the July 23, 1910 issue
of The Qutl ook, a weekly newspaper, published from New York, by the
Qutl ook Conpany. The Maharaja Sayajirao Gai kwad had just finished his
second Anerican Tour. At the time, Lynman Abbott was the Editor-in-
chi ef .

The Maharaj a of Baroda

"Last week the Maharaj a Gai kwad of Baroda terninated his Anerican
visit. The appellation Gaikwad is the specific title [!] for the
Mahar aj a of Baroda. The Maharaja is one of the three nost influentia
native rulers of India, the other being the N zam of Hyderabad and the
Maharaj a of Mysore. Conpared with Hyderabad or Mysore, Baroda is a
smal | state. But politically, educationally, and industrially it is
the nost advanced of any of the Indian native states and its ruler is
nore alive to cosnopolitan influences than is the N zam of Hyderabad or
the Maharaja of Mysore. Baroda [city] with a popul ation of over a
hundred thousand is the capital of the State of Baroda. Though a
British political agent remains in the city, the Maharaja is
i ndependent of him save in matters of foreign relations. In his own
dom nions this ruler exercises the power of |life and death. He is an
excel | ent adm ni strator and has added greatly to the prestige and
wealth of the State. He has skillfully gathered about himas his
m ni sters clever nen, regardless of their caste [!]. But the
Maharaj a' s greatest power has been felt in education. So advanced has
Bar oda becone that attendance at the primary schools is conpul sory up
to fourteen years of age; last year nearly two thousand famlies were
fined for neglecting [!] to send their children to school. The ruler
has al so established manual training schools, and Baroda College is
affiliated with the University of Bombay. Since the present Mharaja
took the reins of government in 1881, he has abolished sone two hundred
unnecessarily burdensone taxes, |essened others, established an incone
tax, revised the revenue system provided for a scientific |and survey,
started the first cotton mlls, built hospitals, and inproved the
mlitary service. The Maharaja is acconpanied on his world tour by his
wi fe, the Maharani, and by his daughter Princess Indira. His son
Prince Jaisingh met himhere. The Prince has just finished his
sophonore year at Harvard, his younger brother being a student at
Oxford. Princess Indira is about to enter the University of Bonbay,
and will be the first Indian princess ever to appear in public at
university lectures. Her nmother, the Maharani, is as interesting a
personage as is the Maharaja. Throughout Baroda her influence has been
felt, especially in tw ways: First, in education. Believing that the
deni al of education to wonen deprives the nation of half its potentia
force, she has brought about that greater neasure of freedom and
progress now enjoyed by the Baroda wonmen. Second, her influence is
apparent in the novenent to advance the nini num age of marriage to
fourteen years, which she hopes ultinmately to make ei ghteen. The
Mahar ani and her daughter always wear native dress; the Maharaja and
his sons, however, appeared here in European costume. Their visit to
Anerica has served to bring us closer to the ancient civilizations of
the East, now acquiring a slightly changed conpl exi on fromthe newer
civilizations of the West." (Enphasis added)
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NEW YORK LI BRARY ASSOCI ATI ON*8
LI BRARY WVEEK

"The 23rd annual neeting of the N.Y.L.A was held at Hote
Saganore, Lake George, N.Y. on Sept. 22-27, 1913.

"To crown all, M. Bowker, the old veteran in the library field and
the Editor of the 'Library Journal,' the premer library periodical in
the West, offered the foll ow ng resolution

Resol ved that there be conveyed to Hi s Hi ghness, the Miharaja of
Bar oda, high appreciation and cordi al congratul ations of this
Associ ation, on his successful inauguration of the pioneer nmovenent
anong the Native States of India of a free public library system for
the benefit of the Indian people. [Enphasis in original showm by |arge
type face.]

"The resol ution was unani nously passed ami dst | oud cheers.

"Sept. 27. This was"a day of" passing several resolutions_, anong
whi ch there was one of great inportance to the Library Movenent in
Baroda. This was the resolution put forth by Dr. Hi Il of Brooklyn
Public Library, for conferring on a chosen few the special honour of
bei ng el ectedHonorary Menmbers of the New York Library Association
Anmong t he chosen few figured pre-emnently H H. the Maharaja of
Bar oda, the pioneer of free public library novenent in India andDr.

Mel vil Dewey, the father of the nmodern library novenment in Anerica, as
al so, M. Kudal kar, the present Director of State Libraries of Baroda
[!] Dr. Putnam and Dr. Bostw ck. This resolution, which was carried
unani nously am dst | oud cheers, indicates the high sense of appreciation
of the work of the Maharaja Gai kwad and of Library Departnent organized
by him on the part of the library profession of Arerica and is indeed
very gratifying to the Baroda State."

Sayajirao Adm red by Mehta

In his "Preface" to theComrenoration Volume, J. M Mehta, Vice
Chancel | or, Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda,
wr ot e:

When one considers that he was a ruler of an |ndian
State who was under the close vigilance of the paranount
British power in India and which did not encourage any
large reforns in the State which may invite conparisons®
with the conditions in British India and which was
opposed to any devel opnent of national consciousness in the
country, one is conpelled to admre his sense of patriotism
and cour age.

The Maharaja had to pay a price for his courage of
convictions and for standing up against the mghty nmachi ne of the
British Raj in India.

“®The Library M scellany, 2(Novenber 1913): 49-56

49 And yet a comparison was made by an M. P., named O'Grady in the House of Commons of the
British Parliament and the then Secretary of State had a difficult time in answering the question.
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OUR GRATI TUDE®®

"Having strained itself seriously by what the "Dial" (the forenopst
literary journal of Anerica) called the "heroic venture" of printing
its matter in three | anguages, and by the unusual enterprise of giving
a large nunmber of high class illustrations, prepared by the well-known
Bonbay Art Printing Works, the "Library M scellany" was on its
deat hbed. But a touch of H H the MAHARAJA SAYAJI RAO GAEKWAR, the
Patron-Saint of Literature, has brought it to life again.

"Words fail us to give an adequate expression to our sense of
gratefulness to the illustrious savior of the "M scellany'."

B. M DADACHANJI ,
Publ i sher,
Li brary M scel | any"

Here is an appreciation of Sayajirao on his deputing Kudal kar to
Europe and Anerica for study and observation of library organization in
t hose advanced | ands of the world. The "Editorial" of the M scellany
prai sed the Maharaja and paid tributes to Kudal kar for his selection.
The M scel |l any wote: >

"The Maharaja of Baroda, who of all the Native Princes has
travell ed nost, and during his travels |earnt nost, has the keenest
sense of appreciation of the educative value of the study of foreign
institutions. He has by this tinme sent quite a | arge number of his
officials, at heavy expense to the State, for such study, in Engl and,
America, and other countries. It was, therefore, inevitable that sooner
or later he woul d send sone persons fromthe Central Library Departnent
on a simlar tour. The turn of at |east one of them has now come. M.
J. S. Kudal kar, the Assistant Director of State Libraries, has been
selected to visit all the inportant European and Anerican |ibraries,
and to study their methods of work. The selection is a very happy one,
for M. Kudalkar is gifted in a notable degree with all the
qualifications, which are essential in a man who is to be the head of
the Central Library Departnent. W congratulate himon this further
recognition of his nerits.

"The event is a notable one in the annals of the Indian libraries,
as this is the first tinme an Indian goes to foreign countries for such
a purpose. W mght with good reason cherish the hope that the event
will also serve the very useful purpose of bringing the extrene
i nportance of the library profession into prom nence. It is,
therefore, not out of nere thankful ness to the Maharaja, but out of
strict regard for our duty as the watch-dog of the Library novenment in
India, that we hold forth this |atest exanple of the foresight and
magnani mty of the Gai kwad as worthy of the highest commendati on and
ermul ation."

*library Mscellany, Vol. 3, nos. 1 & 2 (January & April 1915).
Fronti spi ece.
Ilibrary Mscellany, 1(May 1913):18.
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Literary Digest on Sayajirao®

AMERI CAN | NFLUENCE IN INDI A is the heading of this article. In the
centre there is a portrait of the Maharaja sitting in all his roya
glory. There are three attendants, two with objects |ike gadA (club)
and one wit hchAmar (whisk). The | egend at the bottom of the picture
reads:

"AN AMERI CAN AT HEART ' The Gai kwad of Baroda, as he appears in
Oiental garb and surroundings.' Wile his | ooks here seemto belie
hi s Yankee predilections, his refornms in Baroda reveal his underlying
Ameri cani sm "

The witer of the feature (story) stresses the fact that the
occasional visits to the U S. A of native princes have a far-reaching
effect on the lives of Indians.

"Sena- Khas-Khel " is translated as "Commander of the Select Arny"
and "Shanmsher Bahadur" as "lllustrious Swordsman." Maybe correctly.

The writer enters into politics. Wy don't the British educate
their Indian subjects? "Maharaja Sayajirao, who has come to us nore
than any other of his fellow chiefs, was so struck by the liberality
with which we make provision for the education of our rising generation
that he sent orders hone [Wen?? How??] to nake primary education free
for all and conpul sory for school abl e boys and girls [!]."

When did the Maharaja visit the U S A ? First in 1906. He had
al ready made conmpul sory primary education applicable to the whole state
| ong before he visited the U S.A. However, the article is interesting.
The writer continues:

Thi s i nnovation caused consi derabl e annoyance to the
authorities of British India, for they fight shy of the

expense, not only because to neet it they will have to cut
down the huge 'white' arny kept in Hi ndustan, but because
by investing the natives with know edge they will make them

long for self-government. (enphasis added).

The witer quotes froma Government of India publication certain
passages to show t he progress nmade by Baroda in education. He refers
to a specific publication entitled: Statenment Exhibiting the Moral and
Mat eri al Progress and Conditions of India During the Year 1911/12 and
the nine precedi ng years.

There are references to other Anerican influences. One M. R
Cahoon Whiteneck was invited for advice on finance and banking. The
writer concludes: During the last four [!] years, an Anmerican expert
has been busy at Baroda organi zing stationary and circulating libraries
at the capital of the Gaikwad's state and throughout his dom nions....
The annual revenue of Baroda at the time was 5,500,000 dollars.

There is a reference to "Blue Book" also. Wat was it? Was it the
annual Report of the Administration? [Yes.]

Literary Digest, New York. Nov. 8, 1913, p. 866
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The dictionary meaning of the term "Bl ue Book" is a parlianmentary
report or a governnent docunent, derived fromthe color of the paper of
the governnent reports of England. Now even if the color is different,
the publication is called a "Bl ue Book."

It is possible that the "Bl ue Book" of Baroda may be its
Admi nistration Report. The color (red) [of the paper or binding?] is
i nsignificant, but Waknis said that his Report of the tour of foreign
libraries ("What | saw in England" or sonething of that sort), was to
be published in the Baroda Bl ue Book (at least in part) but
it could not be published due to some reasons, and, therefore, he got
it published separately.

But the Baroda Administration Reports did not contain any
"external" material of the nature. Possibly Waknis might have in mnd
the reports of the proceedings of the Baroda Legislative Assenbly.

The Congressional Record of U S. A, for exanple, contains such
i mportant external material, which gets >uinserted>w. It is a kind of
honor .

Bar oda Honored Through Mtibhai Amn

During the Christnas of 1933, the All-India Public Library
Association of Bezwada arranged the First All-India Rural Library
Service Conference in Madras under the presidentship of Dr. MO
Thomas, Librarian, Annamal ai University.

The Conference recorded its appreciation of the
services rendered by M. MN. Amn of Baroda in the
organi zation of rural and travelling libraries and
conferred upon him the title of 'GandhAl aya Udyam
Pi t Amaha' [ Grandfather of the Library Mvenent]. 53

TRI BUTE TO BARCDA:
HONOURI NG H. H. THE MAHARAJA GAI KWAD>

"I'n recognition of his services to the library novenent in India,
H H. the Maharaja Gai kwad of Baroda, G C. S. |., was the guest of
honor at a dinner given at C aridge's, London, on 30th May [1935], by
the transitive circle called THE LI BRARY REVI EW AND FRI ENDS. Those
present included M. E. Salter Davies, C. B. E., President of the
Li brary Association, M. L. R MColvin, F. L. A, Hon. Secretary of
the Library Association, M. P. S. J. Wlsford, F. I. S. A, Secretary
of the Library Association, M. W C. Berwi ck Sayers, F. L. A, Chief
Li brarian, Croydon Public Libraries, M. J. H Roberts of the New
Statesman and Nation, Dr. Mdak, the A D. C to H H the Mharaja
Gai kwad, M. Newton M Dutt, F. L. A, formerly Reader to Hi s Hi ghness
and State Librarian of Baroda, and M. R D. Macleod, F. L. A (who

>3 Modern Librarian, 4(Jan. 1934):84.

*This was a pre-print fromthe journal entitled Library Review a
Magazi ne on Libraries and Literature, Autumn Nunmber, 1935. It was
distributed with the "Conplinents of Newwon M Dutt, 106 Bridge Lane,
CGol der's Green, London, N.W 11," the home of Dutt. The whole article
was reproduced in The Modern Librarian, 5(July 1935):155-57.
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presi ded). Apologies for absence were received from Col onel J. M
Mtchell,® p 2 C. B. E., Professor C. N. Seddon, sonetine Dewan of
Baroda, M. S. K Ratcliffe, M. M H Speilman® p 3 F. S. A, M.
WlliamWIIl, Captain L. Cranmer-Byng, and one on behalf of M.
Arundel | Esdaile, Secretary to the British Miseum who was at Madri d.

"M . Macleod (the Chairman) said they were glad to have
the opportunity of paying tribute to His Hi ghness's successful efforts
in the interest of libraries, not only in his State of Baroda, but also
t hroughout India generally, and it was particularly pleasing that the
occasi on should fall in the Maharaja Gai kwad's year of Jubilee. The
conmpany present to do him honor was representative of British Library
Association and related interests. He (M. Macleod) had the pleasure
some fifteen years ago of seeing the splendid work which was bei ng done
in Baroda for libraries and education. The direct association of the
Baroda |ibrary services with educational work was npbst suggestive and
seened to enbody ideas which deserved to be exploited by libraries
everywhere. "Your Highness was pronmoting country libraries in the
State of Baroda," he continued, "when npst other countries were nerely
t hi nki ng of them Scotland possibly |Ied the way some two hundred years
ago when parish libraries were instituted under the powers of the
Church, and later cane the Coats libraries, which prepared the ground
for the splendid services fostered by the Carnegie U. K. Trust."

"M. E. Salter Davies, proposing the toast of "Qur Guest," said it
al ways gave stay-at-hone people pleasure to wel cone friends and
brothers from overseas, and perhaps a peculiar pleasure to wel cone
visitors fromthat great country which was so nmuch in their thoughts at
the nmonent. It was a happy circunstance that only in May Hi s Hi ghness
shoul d have cel ebrated his Di anond Jubilee as a ruler, and they
respectfully wished to congratulate hi mon that remarkabl e achi evenent.
He coul d assure His Hi ghness that the work he had done had not passed
unnoticed in this country. He had in truth been a pioneer in
education, and they had watched with the greatest interest and
adm ration the devel opnent of the educational schenmes which were
carried out in the state--the establishment of conpul sory State
education; the devel opnent of the high schools organization; the work
of the great College of Baroda which had so many distingui shed students
on its roll, and the growmh of technical education. They marvelled at
the way in which H's Hi ghness had succeeded in overconing all the
difficulties involved. H's H ghness had been a pioneer in library work
in India as in education generally. He renenbered a remark nmade by His
Hi ghness sone years ago to the effect that his great desire was to nmke
the people of his State | ove reading so that a library mght be to them
not a luxury but a necessity. Cicero said that education was the
foundati on of the State, and Hi s Hi ghness had preached that not by word
only but by action, throughout the whole of his life. He had shown
that a library is an indispensable instrunment in education, not only in
its early stages, but for continuing it in adult life.

"The Maharaja Gai kwad of Baroda, replying, thanked the conpany for
the warnmth of their reception and the honor done him He deeply
appreci ated the conplinents paid by the speakers; he did not take these
conplinments as a purely personal tribute, however, but rather as a word

*Mtchell, probably of the Carnegie Corporation of U K
%6 Spei | mann figures in Baroda records, correspondent with H H
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of encouragenent for the work that had been done and woul d be done in
the future. He hoped that l|ibrary devel opment woul d continue in
Baroda, for on it largely depended the welfare and progress of the
State. Though he could not claimto be a librarian with an intimte
know edge of the subject, no one appreciated its inportance and utility
nore than he did. Conditions in India were totally different fronthose
existing in Britain, and the task of establishing libraries and popul ar
education was hard, but it had to be done, and those responsible forthe
wel | -being of the people were in duty bound to attenpt it. The Maharaja
Gai kwad then described how in his travels he had been inpressed by the
val ue of popular libraries in Amrerica and el sewhere, and had deterni ned
to provide the sane benefits as far as possible to his own people. Wth
that object in view, he brought over an Anerican library expert, M. W
A. Borden, who started the systemof public libraries in Baroda. M.
Borden did val uabl e work, for which they were grateful. [Enphasis
added]. His H ghness also referred in glowing terns to the services
rendered by M. Dutt and M. J. S. Kudal kar, who had been nom nated
successor to M. Borden on the latter's retirement. M. Kudal kar was
sent to study library systems abroad, and had proved his ability as the
right man for the job, but his career was cut short by death in 1921

In M. Dutt, who succeeded M. Kudal kar, they found a man who did the
work so nobly and attentively and with such success that H s Hi ghness
and the Baroda public could not help but be grateful to him He had

i ndeed sacrificed his health in serving the State. The library
novenment had now spread all over the State and had acted as an
intellectual stinmulus all over India. Discussions of the subject could
be heard everywhere, and it was a sign of great happi ness and great
progress. The small island of Britain which governs a fifth of the
world had a very fine literature, and English books translated into

Guj erati and Marathi, the two main | anguages of Baroda, played a |arge
part in educating their people to higher ideals of life. 1In regard to
transl ation and the publishing of books in various vernacul ars,

however, they faced a difficulty which arose fromthe multiplicity of

| anguages in India, and one result was that the tinme and energy people
devoted to learning them m ght be better spent. The question therefore
presented itself whether they should attenpt to mininize the nunber of

| anguages for the general benefit. After considering the matter they
were now trying to reduce the nunber of | anguages as far as possible
and have books translated into them They were having a conmon

| anguage, Hindustani or Hi ndi, taught in the schools, and this would
hel p to make a greater nunber of books and better books available to
the people. The real fruits of this would be seen in the coning

years,he felt. 1In addition, he believed that this one | anguage woul d
help to federation in India. Personally, he believed in giving
education to all, not only the rich or well-off, but also to the

poorest in the State, and with this aimhe gave particular attention to
the depressed classes for whom special schools and schol arshi ps were
provided. By this neans their position was el evated and they were

hel ped to higher aspirations and the desire to inprove thenselves. In
conclusion H's H ghness said that the libraries played an inportant
part in various ways and they could not speed up their devel opnent too
much. "The aimof our work is the sane,--to serve humanity and pronote
a higher culture. Wth this object | have devoted ny tine, and |I fee
that it is a work well worth doing. But nuch remains to be done, and
| hope that succeeding generation will carry out what is lacking to-
day."
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"M. W C. Berwi ck Sayers, who responded, said it was a great
honor to be present at table with one who was not only a | over of
libraries but an inspired ruler who had initiated in his State a far-
reaching systemof |ibraries, and the seeds which H s H ghness had sown
in Baroda were bearing fruit all over India. 1In the library alone he
saw the stabilizing of that which is great in literature. They as
librarians believed ultimately and entirely in the inportance of the
written word that was great for keeping alive the soul of a great
peopl e, and they ained not nmerely to conpete with cheap libraries but
to provide something of real value which would be a substitute for
t hem

"M. N. M Dutt proposed the Chairman's health charnmingly, and
associated with that toast the healths of the other friends of the
LI BRARY REVI EW The LIBRARY REVI EWwas, he thought, one of the best of
the library journals, and one which he had subscri bed to on behal f of
the Baroda Central Library fromthe very first number
[Note!] He had nuch pleasure in conmrending the LI BRARY REVIEWto his
fellow librarians in India. He found the quarterly list of recomended

new books a trustworthy guide. |Its library news covering East and West
was set out in a readabl e and agreeabl e manner. The REVI EW was,
however, sonething nore than a nmere professional journal. |Its literary

articles were of a high order, and he found that they were greatly
appreci ated by nmen of general culture who had no particular interest in
library technique. M. Dutt further spoke of his twenty happy years in
Bar oda, where he was assisted by a conpetent, |oyal and enthusiastic
staff, and supported and encouraged by Hi s Highness, his Dewans and
Councillors. Both the Dewans under whom he served,--Sir Manubhai N
Mehta and Sir V. T. Krishnamachari,--were enthusiastic supporters of
the popular |ibrary novenment in India. It had al ways been his
(M.Dutt's) anmbition to raise the status of the Indian librarian, and
to afford himfacilities for better professional training. To this end
for many years he had accepted for gratuitous training in Baroda
suitable library aspirants sent him by other Indian States and
educational and public libraries. During his twenty years' work, he
had | ectured and organized library exhibitions in various town. In
conclusion, M. Dutt thanked H H the Maharaja for his constant
support and ki ndness."

I ndi an Library Associ ati on honors Sayajirao

Mahar aj a Sayajirao received appreciation for his work both in India
and abroad. For exanmple, the All-India Library Association of
Bezwada (Andhra Pradesh) conferred upon himthe title of _Sarasvat ¥-
sAnr Ajya-ramA-ramaa", i.e. the Lord Vishnu of the Universe of the
Goddess of Learning, in grateful recognition of the pioneering service
rendered by himto the cause of libraries, the service which
i nfluenced other parts of India, especially the Andhras, and served as
the beacon in library developnment in their region. The docunent
conferring the honorable title bears the date of 3 January 1936.°%

*Indian Library Journal, 4(January 1936): 3.
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A Noble British on the Maharaja Sayajirao

Sir WIlliam Barton spoke of the Maharaja's greatness in his
article entitled "The Doyen of the Indian Princes."%®

Wth regard to the Indian National Congress _vis-a-vis_ the
native rulers of India, Sir WIIliamrenarked:

The historians of century hence will doubtless be
able to form a nore balanced judgenent on the present
attitude of the Indian Congress towards the Indian
States than even the closest student of Indian affairs
today. This nuch may be said, that when one considers the
record of a ruler like the Maharaja of Baroda, the
sweepi ng condemmation by the Indian extreni st of the |Indian
States as relics of nedieval tyranny argues a surprising
| ack of moral sense; especially in a political party
obviously drifting towards dictatorship. Mst of the
| arger States are adm nistered on nodern principles; their
rulers are as deeply inbued with the desire to see India a
great, powerful and independent nmenber of the British
Commonwealth of Nations as any British-1ndian
politician. (p.180)

I enphatically assert that the Indian National Congress was
totally wong in condetming all native princes as the |egacies of
feudalism M views are well expressed in the concluding portion of ny
Baroda history to the effect that the Indian National Congress
destroyed the former Baroda.

A Leading British journal of library Science on Sayaji (1939)
TheLi brary Associ ation Record of London noted:

Mahar aj a Gai kwad of Baroda was a distinguished ruler
who recogni zed the |library as an indi spensabl e instrunment
i n educati on.

Hi s educational schenmes covered all ranks of his
subj ects and he gave particular attention to the depressed
cl asses for whom speci al schools and schol arshi ps were
provi ded. Anong the higher classes he
made successful efforts to renpve caste restrictions.

He was inpressed by the popular libraries in America
and with the object of providing the sane benefits for his
peopl e he brought to Baroda an Anerican library expert who
started a system of public libraries. 1In this novenent the
Gaekwar took great interest and under his energetic rule it
not only spread over the State but acted as an intell ectual
stinulus to the rest of India.®

8 Asi an Review, 35(January 1939):178-81.

" bituary, Gai kwad of Baroda." The Library Association Record
A1(March 1939): 146.
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The year 1939 saw the death of another |ibrary pronoter and
educat or, who had been supporting the library nmovenent in Baroda quite
well. Modtibhai Amin ended his dedicated life in the same nonth. The
Departnment Report noted the bereavenent.

February 1939 yielded a rich harvest to the G eat
Reaper. His Hi ghness the Maharaja Sir Sayajirao Il of
bel oved nmenory passed away on the 6th of February. M.
Moti bhai N. Amin predeceased his august naster by just a
week. The Central Library nourned their |loss in condol ence
meet i ngs. %

Bi ography of Sayajirao, A Proposa

N. C. Chakravarty published an article entitledLest we forget.®8
He says that Sayajirao should be immortalized. He is already. W can
only renenber himand follow his path. H's nenory should be
perpetuated. His contribution should be renewed and renenbered. His
bi ography should be witten nore extensively. | believe one is witten
in Marathi! [How |arge?] Two are by foreigners! A bibliography of
wor ks by and on Sayajirao is appended at the end.

VALUE OF STUDYI NG LI BRARY LI TERATURE

In his article entitled "Public Libraries for Public Education,"”
B. M Dadachanji of Baroda advocated that great |eaders of India study
library literature. The article was originally published in the
I ndi an Revi ew of June 1912 and was found so valuable by the Library
M scel l any, that the journal decided to reprint it.?®

Expressing his hopes for the future, Dadachanji said:

"The average educated Indian's conception of the duties and ai ns of
public libraries is very narrow and antiquated. Even persons who are
educated and hol d i nmportant positions cannot boast of a better
conception. That explains why the question of free public libraries
has not received any attention in this country, while in Europe and
especially in America the nunber of such institutions is daily
increasing. What is really wanted is that the | eaders at |east should
make a thorough study of the rich literature of the library novenent in
Eur ope and Anerica and with the cooperation of the press try to spread
anong their countrynmen know edge of the countless bl essings which these
institutions are conferring on the people in those countries. The nore
wi dely such know edge is diffused the sooner will dawn that happy era
when wel | -equi pped libraries will spring up everywhere, throw ng |ight
in all the places where at present nothing but darkness prevails,
educating, elevating, and refining mllions of persons, who are denied
the opportunities to realize their hidden self after they | eave off the
school or the college." (pp. 34-35)

®Baroda Library Departnent Report, 1938/39, p. 9.

®1)ndi an Library Association Bulletin, 3(April-June 1967): 96-101.
®2Library Mscellany 2(Novenber 1912): 33- 40.
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Search for the Research Resources on Sayajirao
My Notes Made | n Baroda
H. C. Bunpus acted as an "agent"” for H H

Afile marked "H H's letters fromLords, Ladies, Centlenen, &
Rel atives received..." has a note: Letter No. [?] dated 23-3-1909:

H. C. Bumpus' letter from New York, regarding Prince
Jaysingrao's work, his health & other particulars, pages 1-
2. A note on right hand margi n says:

"CaritrasaCgrahAuta tyAcA fAi | ¥uta Eheval ep”
in Marathi, Devanagari script.

It means there was a separate file on that subject.
It was intended to keep a separate file on "biographical collections”
of the prince Jaysinhrao. | could not find such a file in Indumati
Mahal coll ections where many such royal biographical docunents are
still preserved.

Gawari kar, K. G, Present (1972) O ficer in-charge of
Pal ace- New Wng. One has to see Palace Duty O ficer for M. Ghoghre,
Keeper of Books of the present Maharaja. M. Kanade says that there is
a special collection of records on Caritrasangraha.

According to Kanade, a teamof 3 or 4 scholars has been assigned
the work of preparing an extensive biography of Sayajirao |11

Gai kwad of Baroda. They will cone here (to Baroda) in the beginning of
March [1973] and will stay as State guests! One of themis European
Engli shman or ?, | don't think he would be an Anerican! Wy not?

| talked to Dr. B.J. Sandesara in Sept. 1983 over the phone when
he was in Chicago. He has no know edge of the matter

Nene’ s Work

We have al ready presented extracts froma publication titled
Notes on Earlier Europe Trips, ed. by V. P. Nene. Marked
"confidential" top left, though printed. V. P. Nene was Naib Huzur
Kandar (Assistant Private Secretary) Baroda. Published at Baroda State
Press, 1938. Price Rs. 8-9-0[!] [confidential yet priced!]

"Preface" by Nene:

..ese notes have been conpiled under orders of His Hi ghness the

% Mahar aj a Fat ehsinhrao (the present Maharaja) is an M P. (early
1980' s)

and his address in Delhi was 7 Duplai x Lane, New Del hi-11. We don't
know what is the situation now
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Maharaja Sayajirao....Originally they were witten in the form of
letters to M. Newham and were not intended for publication....l am
grateful to His Hi ghness for entrusting this work to ne. This has
enabl ed nme to know the past nore closely [enphasis added].

The book consists of 283 pages, well-indexed. Page 235 is relevant
for the present subject of libraries and education.

* * *

Strenuous efforts were made to coll ect sources and resources on the
great subject represented in ALPHA. Here is a letter fromthe Library
of the American Museum of Natural Hi story, New York.

Dr. Murari L. Nagar May 9, 1977
Sout h Asia Librarian

Uni versity of M ssour

Col unbia, MO 65201 Dear Dr. Nagar:

| refer to your visit to the nuseum on 3/25/77, and your subsequent
letter of 4/7/77. | have searched the archives for correspondence
between H. C. Bunpus and Gai kwad of Baroda, but with great regret | nust
report that | have cone up with absolutely nothing. There is not a
single reference on the subject. | suspect that this correspondence
was treated by Dr. Bunpus as private and never nmade its way into the
nmuseum admi ni strative files.

Should | in the future run across any |eads concerning this
correspondence, | wll surely drop you a |ine.

Wth best regards,

Russel | Rak

Assi stant Librarian
Not e:

Thus it becones evident that the American Miuseum of Natural History
has no papers of Bunpus on Baroda. A letter may be sent to him (M.

Rak) once again to find out the address of any heirs or successors to
H. C. Bumpus. His present fam |y nenbers nay have sonething useful
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Epi | ogue

There is no nore ennobling thing than the readi ng of good books;
it leads nen, along flowery pathways, towards earnest and pure |ives.
I am doing what | can to educate ny people to the stage where they can
read and appreciate great thoughts of the present and of the past, and
the result so far has been very gratifying. But | would do nore. |
woul d bring to the poor man or woman, the ordinary man of the bazaar,
to the common peopl e everywhere, this wealth of literature now only
known to the educated.

{PAGE }



Shri Sayajirao Gai kwad
Mahar aj a of Baroda

Srya, Nagajibhaf Govindabhai. Sdya antyajoddharaka rajavi.
Arimanta Vadodara Naresana cha dasakana antyajoddharana karyanit
jhankhi. Vadodara: Srya, 1935. (In Gujarati)

Biica, Hasita Ha. Maharaja Sayajirava trijja... Vadodara: Pracyavidya

Mandira, Maharaja Sayajirava Vi§vavidyalaya, 1988. SrT Sayajt
sahityamala; pushpa 364. (In Gujarati)

Chavda, V. K. Gaekwads and the British; a study of their problems,
1875-1920. Delhi: University Publishers, 196-?

, V. K. Sayaji Rao Gaekwad III. New Delhi: National Book
Trust, India, 1972.

Dandekar, Vishvanath Pandurang. Sayajirava Gayakavada. Pune:
Thokala Prakasana, 1962. (In Marathi)

Desai, Govindbhai Hathibhai. Forty years in Baroda: being remini-
scences of forty years' service in the Baroda State. Baroda:
Pustakalaya Sahayaka SahakarT Mandala, 1929.

Dosabhai, Edalji. A history of Gujarat: from the earliest period to
the present time. New Delhi: Asian Educational Services, 1986.

Dutt, Newton Mohun. Baroda and its libraries. Baroda: Central
Library, 1928.

Elliot, F. A. H. The rulers of Baroda. Baroda: Baroda State
Press, 1934.

Gaekwad, Fatesinhrao, Maharaja of Baroda. Sayajirao of Baroda, the
prince and the man. Bombay: Popular Prakashan, 1989.

Gibbon, Edward. From Caesar to Sultan; being notes from Gibbon's
Decline and fall of the Roman Empire, made by His Highness Sayaji Rao
Gaekwar, Maharaja of Baroda, G.C.S.I. London : Chiswick Press, 1896.

Jahangir, Pestanji, Khan Bahadur. Notes of lectures delivered to H. H.
Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwar of Baroda by Khan Bahadur Pestanji Jahangir
on the subject of the "Settlement" and "Military" Department of the
Baroda State, together with a brief memorandum of the work done by him
at Baroda. Ahmedabad: Printed at the United Print. and G.A. Co.,

1884.

Lee-Warner, William. The native states of India. 2nd ed. rev. London:
MacMillan, 1910.

Maharaja Sayajirao III centenary commemoration volume, 17th March,
1964, Baroda. Baroda :J. M. Mehta, 1964.

{PAGE }



Panikkar, Kavalam Madhava. Indian states and the government of India.
London: M. Hopkinson Ltd., 1932.

Rice, Stanley Pitcairn. Life of Sayaji Rao III, Maharaja of Baroda.
London: Oxford University Press, H. Milford, 1931.

Russell, William Howard, Sir. The Prince of Wales' tour; a diary in
India; with some account of the visits of His Royal Highness to the
courts of Greece, Egypt, Spain, and Portugal. 2nd ed. London:

S. Low, Martson, Searle & Rivington, 1877.

Sayaji Rao Gaekwar III, Maharaja of Baroda. Notes on the famine tour
by His Highness the Maharaja Gaekwar. London: Priv. print. for
Macmillan, 1901.

______ 02Selected letters of His Highness the Maharaja Sayaji Rao
Gaekwar. Baroda: Baroda State Press, 1936-.

______ 062Speech of H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar and others at the
inauguration of the Bank of Baroda, 19th July, 1908. Baroda: 1908.

______ 02Speeches & addresses of His Highness Sayaji Rao III, Maharaja
of Baroda. Cambridge : Privately printed at the University
Press, 1927-38. 4 vols.

______ 62Speeches & addresses of His Highness Sayaji Rao III, Maharaja
of Baroda, 1877-1927. Edited by Alban G. Widgery. London:
MacMillan, 1928.

______02Speeches & addresses of His Highness Sayaji Rao Gaekwar III,
Maharaja of Baroda, 1877-1934. London: Macmillan, 1928-34. 3 vols.

______ 02Speeches and addresses of Sayaji Rao III, Maharaja Gaekwar of
Baroda; selected and edited by Anthony X. Soares. London: H.
Milford, Oxford University Press, 1933.

______ 02[Speeches]. Title romanized:ArTmanmaharaja Sayajirava
Gayakavada yafici bhashanem. Mumbai: Damodara Sanvalarama ani
Mandali, 1936-39. 3 vols. (In Marathi)

______ 02The study of philosophy in India and its relation to social
advance; an inaugural address, at the Indian Philosophical Congress,
Bombay, 19 December 1927. Cambridge: Privately printed at the
University Press, 1927.

Sergeant, Philip Walsingham. The ruler of Baroda; an account of the
life and work of the Maharaja Gaekwar. London : J. Murray, 1928.

Arf Sayajt hirakamahotsava nivedana. Hirakamahotsava Samititaraphatht
taiyara karT prasiddha karanara, GovindabhaT Hathibhat DesaTt ane
Motilala Choalala Desai. Vadodara: Desai, 1936-1947. (In Gujarati)

Tottenham, Edith Leonora. Highnesses of Hindostan. London:
Grayson & Grayson, 1934.

{PAGE }



Tupper, Charles Lewis. Our Indian protectorate; an introduction to
the study of the relations between the British government and its

Indian feudatories. London, New York: Longmans, Green and Co., 1893.

Watson, J. W. History of Gujarat. New Delhi: Cosmo, 1983.

Weeden, Edward St. Clair. A year with the Gaekwar of Baroda. Boston:
D. Estes & Co., 1911.

Widgery, Alban Gregory. Goods and bads; outlines of philosophy of
life; being the substance of a series of talks and discussions with
H. H. the Maharaja Gaekwar of Baroda. Baroda: 1920.

{PAGE }



	Contents
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18


